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King Land & Water LLC
P.O. Box 109
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Planet Marfa

BEERGARDEN - PLUS
eat, drink, shop (weekends only)

 

´ Fully Renovated In Period Decor
´ Relaxing Pool
´ Spa at the Gage
´ 12 Gage Restaurant
´ White Buffalo Bar
´ Special Events Hosting & Catering
´ Gage Gardens

... 26-acre native landscaped park

DESERT SUN Bath Items, Apparel, Jewelry,
Gift Items and Tanning Salon

201 W. Holland Ave. Alpine • 432-837-2541
Judy & Jessica Vick, Owners

Come in and check out our bath salts!
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PLANT NURSERY

Visit our Huge 
Pottery Warehouse

High Fired, High Quality 
Garden Pottery

Warehouse Closed Mondays

308 W. Avenue E, Alpine, TX
432-837-1117

CORNER STOREST
H
E

203 E. SAN ANTONIO (HWY 90) MARFA  •  432.729.1850

way more than a yarn shop
handmade clothing, jewelry and art 

OPEN WED-SAT 11AM-5PMOPEN THURS-SAT 12-6PM

The Old Holland 
Constructed in 1908

432-837-9100

Two Bedroom, Luxury Suite Available
for Weekly or Monthly Lease 

Located in the heart of Downtown Alpine, 
Across from the Amtrak Station

oldhollandinalpine.com

Not affiliated with the Holland Hotel
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Glider Rides 
Fly with our FAA Certified Pilots

Located at Marfa Airport, HWY 17

To schedule your flight, please call: 
800-667-9464

Gift certificates available
Visa / MC accepted

Mention this ad for $20 off!

www.flygliders.com
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by Mary Bones

Ninety years ago a department of
drawing was established at Sul
Ross Normal College. Within 30

years, Sul Ross had evolved into a state
teachers’ college, and the department of
drawing had transformed into a full-
fledged department of  art offering cours-
es to students seeking public-school teach-
ing certificates, as well as those wanting
careers as professional artists. 

The early years of  the art department
at Sul Ross are now an overlooked story in
the history of  the university. Few know
about the early artists who taught in the
art department. Even fewer are aware
that for over 15 years the school hosted an
extremely successful summer art colony,
with some of  the best Texas artists con-
ducting the classes. 

Sul Ross Normal College opened its
doors in the summer of  1920, and by the
following summer a department of  draw-
ing was established. In 1922, it was report-
ed that San Antonio native Beatrice
Emiline Matthaei would teach five cours-
es in both art history and drawing.
Matthaei taught at Sul Ross for a single
year, after which, due to illness, she was
replaced by Mable Vandiver. After leaving
Sul Ross, Matthhaei continued her teach-
ing career in the Houston public school
system for more than 50 years.

Vandiver and her students produced
numerous works of  art to beautify the
school, including batiks, screens and
drawings. These first exhibits were held in
the Girls’ Rest Room, a room set aside for
the female students to study, visit and rest.
The students would produce tableaus of
masterpiece paintings in costume, color
and poise for student assemblies. After her
time at Sul Ross, Vandiver spent more
than 20 years, from 1933 to 1954, at Fort
Hays State University, where she first
taught at and then served as the head of
the art department. She never stopped
creating and began experimenting with
oil crayons at the age of  99.

In 1925, Anna Elizabeth Keener
replaced Vandiver. Keener commented
that “in my opinion the Davis Mountains
of  Texas provide as promising material for
the artist as any I have found.” She intro-
duced a course that emphasized en plein air
or outdoor painting. 

During the time that Keener was at Sul
Ross, special courses in art were offered
that could lead to a certificate, diploma or
degree. Keener would later recall that
President Horace W. Morelock would
often appear in her art room on Friday
afternoons and ask, “Where do you and
your students want to go this weekend?”
Once a destination had been chosen,
Morelock’s only requirement was “take
Rudolph Mellard to drive the car, know
the country and speak Spanish.” Keener
continued her teaching career at schools
in New Mexico. She was one of  the
organizers of  the New Mexico Arts
Commission.

From 1926 through 1932, Houstonian
Elizabeth Estella Keefer headed the newly
formed art department. While at Sul
Ross, she worked closely with the students
in producing the school’s yearbook, The
Brand. She worked particularly closely
with the future Chicago lithographer

James Swann. She, like the instructors
before her, continued to produce the “liv-
ing” masterpieces and to decorate the
campus. Keener refined her skills as an
etcher and invented a technique to pro-
duce color etchings. She was allowed
access to the northern New Mexico reser-
vations and became known as the “Etcher
of  Indians.”

By 1932, Keefer had married Texas
historian Mody Boat wright, and the cou-
ple moved to Austin. Keefer was replaced
by Julius Woeltz of  San Antonio, and that
summer Woeltz implemented an art
colony. He chose his former teacher and
friend Xavier Gonzalez to conduct the art
colony for the first summer session.
Gonzalez was a natural choice to lead the
colony as he had prior experience at an
art colony at Christoval, Texas, and he

continued on page 26

“The Big Bend country 
is the most paintable place 

I have ever worked.”

~ Mrs. Ruth Lovelady, 
1940 art colony student

THE LOST COLONY: 
Texas Regionalist Paintings ~
Rediscovering an Artistic Past

Photos by Jim Bones

Clockwise from the top: “Kokernot Lodge,” ca.1930s, oil on canvas, Julius Woeltz,
Museum of the Big Bend; “Davis Mountains,” 1922, watercolor, Mabel Vandiver, Fort Hays
State University, Hays, Kan.; “Black Eagle Dance,” ca. late 1920s, color etching, Elizabeth
Keefer, collection of Judy and Stephen Alton; “Pioneers,” ca. 1926, oil on canvas board, Anna
Keener, collection of Bruce Covey.
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A Life Well-Lived
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A  F I L M  W R I T T E N  A N D  D I R E C T E D  BY  M E R E D I T H  D A N L U C K

A N D  W O R K  B Y  L I Z  C O H E N,

 MATTHEW DAY JACKSON, AND JONATHAN SCHIPPER 

 O P E N I N G :  F R I D A Y  3 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 1 ,  6  –  8  P M

 7  P M  P E R F O R M A N C E  B Y  M I C K  B A R R

   COMMUNITY DINNER WITH MARIACHI LAS ALTEÑAS 8:30 PM AT THE CAPRI

A U T O B O D Y  H A S  B E E N  M A D E  P O S S I B L E  T H R O U G H  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  B R O W N  F O U N D A T I O N  

I N C . ,  H O U S T O N ,  N A T I O N A L  E N D O W M E N T  F O R  T H E  A R T S ,  T E X A S  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  T H E  A R T S ,  

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART DETROIT ,  NEW YORK FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS AND EX VIVO 

PROD U CT IONS .  W I TH  GENEROUS  CONTR IBUT IONS  BY  JO RG E  L INARE S  AND BALLRO O M MARFA 

M E M B E R S .  S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  R E N W I C K  G A L L E R Y  A N D  J E N N I E  L Y N  H A M I L T O N.

  108 e. san antonio st. marfa tx 79843
432.729.3600      ballroommarfa.org
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APRIT THE C0 PM A38:

The Chinati Foundation is a 
contemporary art museum founded 
by the artist Donald Judd, presenting 
permanent, large-scale installations 
by a limited number of artists and 
hosting special exhibitions and 
programs each year. 

The collection is accessible by guided tour Wednesday through Sunday. Tour size is limited; 
please reserve in advance at www.chinati.org or 432 729 4362.

Full Collection Tour 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM (Break from 12:00 - 2:00 PM)
Donald Judd, Carl Andre, Ingólfer Arnarsson, John Chamberlain, Dan Flavin, Roni Horn, Ilya Kabakov, 
Richard Long, Claes Oldenburg & Coosje van Bruggen, David Rabinowitch, John Wesley, Special Exhibitions 

$25 Adult, $10 Student

Selections Tour 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Donald Judd, John Chamberlain, Dan Flavin

$20 Adult, $10 Student

Donald Judd’s 100 Works in Mill Aluminum 3:45 - 4:15 PM  
$10 Adult, $5 Student

Admission is free to Chinati members, students age 17 and under, and residents of Brewster, Jeff 
Davis and Presidio counties.

1 Cavalry Row Marfa Texas 79843     www.chinati.org      432 729 4362

W. K. Stratton

¡
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Editor ’s  Notes

Lots of  good things
happening in the Big
.Bend of  Texas in the

next few months. 
To start, the Museum of

the Big Bend has an exhib-
it of  paintings and other art
from the art colony that
brightened the Sul Ross
campus during the 30s and
40s and a bit into the 50s

and then, like Brigadoon, disappeared. Read
Mary Bones’ story and then head to the Museum
on the SR campus to see the real thing.

Henry Beth Hogg has been a fixture in
Sanderson since the late 40s. Dubbed “Henry the
Riveter” by the Sanderson newspaper editor for
her WWII factory work, Henry Beth has been a
town legend for more than 60 years. Meet her in
Barbara Novovitch’s story.

Among our regular features – Jim Glen -
dinning is back with “Voices of  the Big Bend”
after a summer in France writing his travel mem-
oirs, Charlie Angell tests your cinema mettle in
“Trivia,” and Bob Miles recounts the many lives
of  the “City Building,” an old adobe building in
Alpine that has had more incarnations than you
could wish for. Two poets you’ve read here before
– George Bristol and W.K. Stratton – return with
more poetry. Thanks, guys!

Another bright spot this spring will be the re-
opening of  the border at Boquillas. Ron Payne,
who spends summers in the park, tells us how the
closing of  the border has affected the region and
gives us a preview of  what the border might be
like with the crossing restored.

Aviation came to Alpine in 1911 as the Alpine
chamber celebration of  the event tells us. Lonn
Taylor starts there and comes forward as he

recounts the adventures of  pilots and planes that
have flown in and out of  the Alpine airport over
the last century.

And if  planes aren’t your thing, there are
trains. While many parts of  the country were set-
tled around rivers and other bodies of  water, the
railroad was the lifeline in Texas that brought
goods and settlement west. Historian Matt Walter
shows and tells.

Several years ago, historian and museum
director Larry Francell entertained local newspa-
per readers with his observations “from the
porch.” In this issue, Larry brings us his wry
observations on book writing as he creates a book
about his hometown, Fort Davis.

It’s hard not to want to “keep” moments in the
Big Bend – thus the photos and poems and stories
that seem never to stop about this place. William
Darby has another way of  holding and remem-
bering moments as he hikes and travels – an illus-
trated journal. Maybe it’s the perfect way for you
to keep a singular moment in your adventures in
the Big Bend.

And Jim Work has captured six local dogs who
ride in pickups – who will leave you laughing and
looking at other dogs in pickups in a new way.

So in this year of  freezing weather, heartbreak-
ing fires, frazzling heat and ground as dry and the
proverbial bone, be of  good cheer – we’re here
and healthy! Thanks as always – and especially
after all that – to our advertisers who keep Cenizo
going and make this a great place to live – and
visit! Y’all come, hear?

PUBLISHER/EDITOR/ADVERTISING 
Dallas Baxter

editor@cenizojournal.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Cenizo Journal will be mailed direct for $25.00 annually. 

Checks made payable to: Cenizo Journal, P.O. Box 2025, Alpine, Texas 79831

SUBMISSIONS
Deadline for advertising and editorial for the First Quarter 2012 issue: November 15, 2011. 

Art, photographic and literary works may be e-mailed to the Editor. 
For advertising rates or to place an ad, contact: advertising@cenizojournal.com

Published by Cenizo Journal LLC
P.O. Box 2025, Alpine, Texas 79831

www.cenizojournal.com

CENIZO JOURNAL STAFF

BUSINESS MANAGER
Martha Latta

business@cenizojournal.com

WEB MANAGER
Jennifer Turner

webmaster@cenizojournal.com

GRAPHICS
Katherine Shaughnessy

graphics@cenizojournal.com
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The only local financial institution in Alpine

If you live or work in Alpine, bank with us

See the difference at your local credit union

Alpine Community
Credit Union

111 N 2ND STREET • ALPINE • 432.837.5156

Open Monday - Saturday
7 a.m. – 3 p.m.

We cater in the evenings
432.229.3131

201 W. O’Reilly, Presidio

Café

The 
Enlightened Bean 

Homemade Desserts
Fabulous Food

Reasonable Prices
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CONTRIBUTORS
Charles Angell lives near Ruidosa.  Exploring the
Big Bend area is both his hobby and his occupation.
e-mail: charles@angellexpeditions.com

Jim Bones is a photographer, writer and educator.
He has photographically illustrated 12 books cele-
brating light, life and everything. He is currently
developing highway interpretive signs with the
Brewster County Tourism Council that feature the
diversity of  the Big Bend.

Mary Bones is part of  the staff  at the Museum of
the Big Bend where she has been a curator for more
than 10 years. She has curated numerous exhibits,
including the annual fundraiser Trappings of
Texas. e-mail maryb@sulross.edu

George Bristol is founder of  the Texas Coalition
for Conservation and past member of  the National
Park Foundation. He has received the lifetime
achievement award from the Texas Nature Conser -
vancy and the national Pugsley Medal for parkland
advocacy. e-mail: gbristol1@aol.com

William H. Darby III doesn’t like to carry a cam-
era when he hikes but always has a pen and paper
in his backpack. Journaling helps him to slow down
and absorb more than trail miles. 
e-mail: wdar650@sulross.edu

Larry Francell, a native Odessan, has lived in and
loved the Big Bend for many years. He recently
retired as director of  the Museum of  the Big Bend
but continues to keep his hand in the museum busi-
ness in a variety of  ways. 
e-mail: larry.francell@sbcglobal.net

Jim Glendinning was born on a Scottish farm
and educated at Oxford University. He now lives in
Alpine and writes local travel guides. He is present-
ly working on his memoirs: travels to 136 countries
over 50 years. e-mail: jimglen2@sbcglobal.net

Candice Granger is an 11-year resident of
Alpine. She is a Sul Ross art graduate and enjoys
spending her time with her wonderful husband and
two great kids. e-mail: candiandy@hotmail.com

Cindy McIntyre, a professional photographer for
most of  her life, has, since the Recession, also
worked for the National Park Service as a seasonal
park ranger. She has spent two wonderful winters at
Big Bend National Park. 
e-mail: cindy@cindymcintyre.com

Bob Miles is a third generation native of  the Davis
Mountains area and a retired Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department park superintendent.  
e-mail: rmilessr@yahoo.com

Barbara Novovitch moved to Marathon in 1999
after retiring from Reuters international news
agency, with which she worked as an editor/reporter
in Washington, New York, Hong Kong and Paris.
She has covered West Texas for the New York Times. 
e-mail: bbnovo@gmail.com

Ron Payne spends winters as a park host at Big
Bend National Park and summers in Ohio. After
years of  writing sermons, he is now content to write
commentary and poetry. 
e-mail: ronaldgenepayne@gmail.com

Bill Smith is a carpenter, cabinetmaker, tech guru,
musician and printer. A Marathon native, he taught
science in public school and lives in Sanderson,
where he works with the Terrell County Museum.
e-mail: wsmith1948@yahoo.com

W.K. Stratton’s newest book is Dreaming Sam
Peckinpah, a unique collection of  poetry that will
“surprise and delight,” published by Inkbrush Press,
2011. He is a member of  the Author’s Guild and
PEN West. Web: wkstratton.com/findkip.shtml

Lonn Taylor is a historian and writer who moved
to Fort Davis in 2002 after spending the final 20
years of  his professional career at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C. He grew up in Fort
Worth. e-mail: taylorw@fortdavis.net

Matt Walter retired from the U.S. Coast Guard in
1996 and is now the historian and curator of  the
cartographic collections at the Museum of  the Big
Bend and also teaches history at Sul Ross. 
e-mail: mwalter@sulross.edu

Jim Work is a professional sports photographer
who is always looking for more and interesting pick-
up-riding dogs. You can see his work on sports pages
and calendars all over the area. 
e-mail: gymwork@gmail.com

Cover: William Lester ~ Known for “brilliant,
pulsing color afire with life and sun,” Lester painted
“Girl’s Head” in 1950. The painting is oil on
Masonite, 17-by-12 inches and is in the collection of
Charles M. Peveto of  Austin.

Occasional Art: Candice Granger ~
Chihuahuan Desert Flowers

Copy editing: Andrew Stuart 

Marfa's Swiss Café

Bed & Breakfast 
and Ecology 

Resource Center

Flowers 
By Kate

Special occasion
arrangements

432.386.4165
Ave C & N 3rd • Marathon, TX

info@evesgarden.org

FREE community event promotion now available at alpinetexas.com
Submit your event today! 

106 N. 3rd St. ● Alpine, TX 79830 ● manager@alpinetexas.com
(432) 837-2326 ● www.alpinetexas.com

2011
Oct. 15 - Marathon to Marathon 

Oct. 22 - Quilt Show 

Nov. 6 - Cowboy Social at Ritchey Brothers Building • 3 - 6 pm

Dec. 3 - Fiesta de Noche Buena, 
All the shops on Hwy 90 • 6 - 9 pm
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Photo courtesy of Bill Smith

This photo, originally an ID for welder’s school in Houston
around 1942, was nicknamed “Henry the Riveter” by Jim
Street, the Sanderson newspaper editor.

Back in the 40s, she was
“Rosie the Riveter,”
working at the Brown

and Root shipyard in Houston
as an electric welder. She even
had a man’s name – Henry,
and some people still call her
Hank. And in a thank-you let-
ter to the editor of  Sanderson’s
newspaper, after scores of  the
town’s present and past citizens
stopped by on the weekend of
July 4th to celebrate her 90th
birthday, Henry Beth Hogg
wrote: “I’m shooting for a 100th
to see what it will be like.”

Henry Beth was named
after both grandfathers (each
named Henry) and both grand -
mothers, but as a child she
couldn’t pronounce Henry
Laurenza Elizabeth Abbott, “so
I shortened it to Henry Beth.”

She’s been honored by the
Terrell County Historical
Commission for her 10 years’
work as its chairman – during
which two Texas historical
markers were placed just out-
side Sanderson, the first in 40
years – but her son says his
mom was never particularly a

student of  history in her
younger days. 

“She’s been a maker of  his-
tory – just a working lady trying
to make ends meet,” he said.
For 60-plus years she has par-
ticipated in, and often led, vir-
tually all of  Sanderson’s com-
munity activities – Little League,
PTA, American Legion Auxi -
liary, Eastern Star Auxiliary,
chamber of  commerce, girls’
softball, the Rodeo Club, the
annual July 4th barbecue... the
list goes on and on, including
the Prickly Pear Pachanga festi-
val every October, which cele-
brates the town’s recognition as
Texas’ Cactus Capital. 

Her 90th birthday festivities
were actually a bit early – her
birthday was July 17 – but
Henry Beth is a town legend, so
her family decided to host the
party so that many former
Sanderson residents – who
often return for the mid-sum-
mer holiday – could greet her
on Saturday July 2 at the Terrell
County Community Center. 

“We served the last cakes at
10:30 that night, and the build-

ing was full most of  the time,”
she recalled happily. Her son,
John Dalton Hogg, said proba-
bly 40 family members were
there – and at least 100, perhaps
more, came by from the com-
munity to offer congratulations. 

It was a bit like when folks
returning after moving away
from Sanderson would come
into Kerr’s Mercantile to see
Henry Beth when she was the
cashier there for almost 40 years. 

“Kids would come back to
town, and she was still in Kerr’s,
faithful as ever,” said John
Dalton Hogg, who retired to
Plano after 40 years as a loco-
motive engineer with Southern
Pacific and Union Pacific.

When the railroad moved its
crew shifts west to Alpine it was a
big blow, he added, and when
the mercantile company closed,
it eliminated one-stop shopping. 

“I love Sanderson,” spright-
ly gray-haired Henry Beth said,
explaining that she and her
husband, Dalton Hogg, had
moved there from Houston on
Aug. 16, 1948.

“I remember the first time I

HENRY
BETH
HOGG
A Life Well-Lived

by Barbara Novovitch

READ US ONLINE!
cenizojournal.com

Marfa
Table

seasonal * fresh * local 
byob * we cater

fri - mon * 6:30-9pm

109 south highland
marfa, texas

512.944.2307
marfatable.com

Bar B Que 
and 

Good Times
7 Days a Week

306 E. San Antonio, Marfa
432.729.4499
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ever saw it, from up on the hill
at night, and all the many
stores and filling stations had
their lights turned on. Dalton
said, ‘Mama, what do you
think?’ and I said it looked to
me like a pretty good-sized
town.”  

The newlyweds had met at
the Houston shipyard, where
both worked during the war
years. Henry Beth, born in
Stanton in 1921 and a gradu-
ate of  Midland High School,
had moved to Houston after
her first husband left her and
young Johnny. 

Dalton Hogg, a machinist
who turned to body work, had
come to Sanderson on his own
some 18 months earlier – after
a spat with Henry Beth – when
he was hired by McKnight
Motor Co. 

Dalton and Henry Beth
resolved that early disagree-
ment.

“We married on Aug. 11,
1948 in Houston and came to
Sanderson on Aug. 16 – just
five days later. I had a house in
Houston, and my honeymoon
was painting the house and
putting it up for sale,” she
recalled, smiling. Dalton also
adopted Henry Beth’s son.  

For several years in the 50s,
she ran a cafe connected with
McKnight Motor Co. “I loved
it. I miss cafe work – you meet
so many people. I had it during
the Korean War when Jim
Nance was sheriff, and Nance
said if  I was going to serve beer
I was supposed to ask for iden-
tification. But I told Nance, if
he’s old enough to put on a uni-
form, he’s old enough to drink
beer if  he wants it.” 

In the 60s she managed the
girls’ softball team and be -
longed to the Rodeo Club.
“There was no concession
stand for ropings, so the girls
would run the stand, and we
split the profits with the roping
club – that’s how we bought
equipment.”

Dalton Hogg was appointed
the town’s deputy sheriff  in
1960, and in 1972 he became
sheriff. He gained considerable
fame as sheriff  and was fea-
tured in the November 1984
edition of  Texas Monthly. He
was quoted as saying “I believe

that for any good officer you
can give his wife about 75 per-
cent of  the credit.” Henry Beth
remembers Dalton once told
her he was hesitant to hire a
deputy who wasn’t married. 

In the 1980s, Tony Lama
boots used Dalton Hogg in
their advertisements, along
with rock star Richard Marks.
John Hogg said his dad tried to
persuade Henry Beth to go
along with him to Dallas, when
the company flew the sheriff
there to wine and dine him and
photograph the advertising
campaign. She refused.

But she recalls when he got
back he told her about signing
in at the Embassy Suites Hotel,
where the clerk said loudly,
“Ah, Boss Hogg,” and people
in the lobby turned around to
stare. 

“He didn’t even know who
Boss Hogg was, ’cause he
worked mostly nights and had
not seen the popular TV show
of  the 1980s, The Dukes of
Hazzard. Boss Hogg was the
corrupt county commissioner
who always wore a white suit.
After Henry Beth urged him to
watch, his comment was: ‘Well,
I’m fat like him and bald-head-
ed – I need to get me a white
suit.’” 

As historical commission
chairman, Henry Beth spurred
the state to put two historical
markers at sites near Sander -
son that loom large in Terrell
County history. Texas’ last train
robbery occurred at Baxter’s
Curve east of  Sanderson on
March 13, 1912. A former
side kick of  Butch Cassidy and

the Sundance Kid, Ben Kil -
patrick, and his accomplice
Ole Hobek unhooked the bag-
gage cars to search for valu-
ables, but Wells Fargo express
manager David Trousdale
bludgeoned one with an ice
mallet and killed the other with
Kilpatrick’s rifle. Kilparick and
Hobek were buried in Sander -
son, and Trousdale was award-
ed $1,500 for his bravery.   

The second marker calls
attention to Terrell County’s
long involvement with aviation,
which dates from a landing in
Dryden just east of  Sanderson
on the first transcontinental
flight across the United States
in 1911 and includes an airfield
just west of  Sanderson, built for
the 90th Aero Squadron in
1919. That site bears a Terrell
County marker. 

“We’re still working on
other Terrell County markers,”
Henry Beth said, noting that
the Texas Historical Commis -
sion gave both Henry Beth and
Alice Evans Downie, who edit-
ed the 1978 edition of  Terrell
County Texas, Its Past and Its
People, certificates of  apprecia-
tion for their work.

Henry Beth retired from the
commission last year. “I was
handicapped because I don’t
use computers,” she said, but
she still drives to Fort Stockton
for meetings. And she is opti-
mistic about Sanderson’s re -
suming its population growth,
since the town now has a sewer
system and new arrivals from
the Border Patrol. 

Tourists who stop in Sanderson
can see Henry Beth Hogg talking
about the town in a new video at the
Terrell County Museum (north on
Second Avenue to 203 E. Mansfield
from U.S. 90), or check out the
Terrell County Museum Web site
@terrellmuseum.org.  
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Photo by Bill Smith
Henry Beth Hogg at home in
2011.
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Cowboy Poetry logistics
The Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering will be held Feb. 25 through 27 this year on the

campus of  Sul Ross State University in Alpine. Daytime sessions are free and open to the pub-
lic. Chuck wagon breakfasts are available in Poets’ Grove near Kokernot Park on Saturday and
Sunday morning for a nominal fee. Tickets are available for special evening events. For a full
schedule and information on lodging log onto www.texascowboypoetry.com.

Before the Republic of  Texas peri-
od, transportation in Texas was
largely limited to coastal and river

navigation and a few primitive wagon
roads. That is why most all early Texas
settlements, during both the Spanish
and Mexican periods, were along the
coast or up rivers. 

In 1836, the Republic of  Texas char-
tered the Texas Rail Road, Navigation
and Banking Company to build the first
railroad in Texas, but the company col-
lapsed within two years without ever lay-
ing a mile of  track.

A couple of  subsequent charters also
ended in failure, but following the
annexation of  Texas by the United
States, the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and
Colorado Railway Company was char-
tered. By 1852, this company had laid
25 miles of  track between Harrisburg
(now Houston) and Stafford’s Point and
purchased its first locomotive. It was the
first railroad in Texas and is the oldest
component of  the present Southern
Pacific. In 1870, the name was changed
to the Galveston, Harrisburg and San
Antonio Railway.  

Three years later, the Galveston and
Red River Railway Company was char-
tered.   Shortly after laying its first tracks,
the company’s name was changed to the
Houston and Texas Central Railway
Company. In 1856, the city of  Houston
built its own 7-mile railroad, the
Houston Tap, which linked the HTC
with the BBBC. By 1860, there were
nine railroad companies operating on
some 470 miles of  tracks in Texas, most-
ly centered around the Houston,
Galveston and Brazoria area. The capi-
tal for building these railroads came pri-
marily from state land grants and loans.

With the exception of  the Texas and
New Orleans Railroad Company, the
Civil War (1861-1865) brought railroad
construction to a virtual halt in Texas.
Begun in 1857, the Texas and New
Orleans Railroad Company had laid 80
miles of  tracks between Houston and
Beaumont when the war broke out. By
1862, soldiers had finished laying the
rest of  the 30 miles of  tracks needed to
link the two cities, and the railroad was
used extensively as a Confederate supply
line for the duration of  the war. Despite
the name, however, the Louisiana por-
tion of  the tracks would not be complet-

ed until 1880. A year later, this company
would be purchased by C. P.
Huntington and the Southern Pacific
Railroad Company.

During Reconstruction (1865-1877),
various companies – along with occupy-
ing federal forces – laid tracks which
linked Dallas and Austin with the rest of
the state. In 1870, the Missouri-Kansas-
Texas Railroad was incorporated,
becoming the first railroad to enter
Texas from the north. The “K-T,” or
“the Katy,” as it was commonly called,
eventually would link Kansas City and
St. Louis with Dallas, Waco, Temple,
Austin, San Antonio, Houston and
Galveston. In 1872, the Houston and
Texas Central Railway Company
reached Denison, becoming the first
Texas railroad to link up with the nation-
al railway system. The Houston and
Great Northern Railroad and the
International Railway Company, both
operating in East Texas, combined in
1873 to form the Great Northern
Railroad Company. Three years later,
the only federally chartered railroad in
Texas, the Texas and Pacific Railway
Company, finished laying tracks that
linked Texarkana and Fort Worth.  

By the end of  Reconstruction, the
railway system in East Texas had

become well developed, but the western
half  of  the state remained isolated. This
changed in the early 1880s, however, as
the Galveston, Harrisburg and San
Antonio Railway (partly owned by
Collis P. Huntington, owner of  the
Southern Pacific) and the Texas and
Pacific Railway Company (owned by Jay
Gould) both raced to lay tracks across
West Texas. As the GH&SAR laid
tracks westward from San Antonio, the
T&P took a more northerly route out of
Fort Worth. Meanwhile, Huntington
and the Southern Pacific laid tracks east-
ward from Yuma, along a route which
had been surveyed by Gould’s men.
Gould filed suit against Huntington for
having used a route that had been sur-
veyed by his company, but the dispute
ended up being settled by a handshake
between the two men. The “Gould-
Huntington Agreement” of  Nov. 26,
1881 resulted in both railroads joining in
Sierra Blanca and then sharing opera-
tions along the single line west of  there.
Gould himself  drove the silver spike at
Sierra Blanca on Dec. 15, 1881.  

It would be two more years, however,
before travelers could actually make the
journey directly between San Antonio
and El Paso, due to the difficulties
encountered with building a railway

across the Pecos River. The first crossing,
constructed near the mouth of  the Pecos
as it empties into the Rio Grande,
involved cutting two tunnels and the
construction of  a steep and winding rail
known as the Loop Line. The first
bridge across the Pecos River was com-
pleted in 1883, and the “Sunset Route,”
as it was nicknamed, finally began carry-
ing passengers between San Antonio
and El Paso. Due to rock slides, howev-
er, the Loop Line was abandoned less
than a decade later in favor of  the con-
struction of  a bridge five miles further
upriver, a route which also shortened the
journey between San Antonio and El
Paso by more than 10 miles. The Pecos
High Bridge, which stood 321 feet above
the river, was opened on March 30,
1892, becoming the highest railroad
bridge in the country.  

During the next two decades, the
Texas railroad systems went through a
series of  consolidations, as larger rail-
roads like the Southern Pacific, the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail -
road Company and the Missouri Pacific
Railroad Company bought up numer-
ous of  the smaller railroads in the state.
At times, bribes, favoritism, nepotism
and secret monopolies were the order of
the day, and thus in 1890 the Texas
Railroad Commission was established
with the goal of  cleaning up the railroad
companies who were violating the Texas
Constitution.  

As the 20th century began there were
still major areas in Texas which were not
reachable by railroad. Between 1900
and 1930, tracks were laid that joined
the Rio Grande Valley and the Texas
Panhandle with the rest of  the state. By
1930, Texas had more railroad tracks
than any other state in the country, a
position it still holds today.

With the building of  the interstate
highway system, following the Second
World War, passenger travel by rail
decreased dramatically in Texas. In
1971, Amtrak took over the remaining
passenger railroad services in Texas.
However, the use of  rail to ship freight
continued to expand, with rail lines
transporting everything from agricultur-
al products to oil to cars across the coun-
try and the state. Consolidation of  rail-
road companies also continued, to the
point that today most all the tracks in
Texas are operated either by the Union
Pacific Corporation or the Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe Railroad.

TRACKS ACROSS TEXAS
by Matt Walter

Photo courtesy the Yana and Marty Davis Map Collection, 
the Museum of the Big Bend, Sul Ross State University, Alpine.

This 1886 map by George Cram, entitled simply “Texas,” shows the railroad
in the western portion of the state along with the towns and watering holes
along the railroad.



11Cenizo
Fourth Quarter 2011

RAILROADS IN THE 
BIG BEND

Just as the coastline and rivers of  East
Texas created its town sites, so the rail-
road created a lifeline for Big Bend set-
tlement. Prior to 1882, the only major
settlements in the Big Bend region were
the small village of  Presidio, at La Junta,
and the town of  Fort Davis, which was
protected by the soldiers stationed at the
military post there. With the coming of
the railroad, however, the towns of
Sanderson, Marathon, Alpine, Marfa
and Valentine all came into existence.

The town of  Alpine can trace its ori-
gins to when the first railroad workers
set up their tents in 1882 along the
spring-fed creek which ran through the
area. For a short time the tent settle-
ment was named Osborne, after the
railroad engineer on duty when the
tracks were laid.  However, the primary
water source for the trains was on prop-
erty owned by Daniel and Thomas
Murphy, of  Fort Davis, and later that
year the railroad agreed to rename the
settlement “Murphyville” in exchange
for rights to Murphy’s Spring. The
town grew slowly but steadily and by
1888 had “a dozen houses, three
saloons, a hotel and rooming house, a
livery stable, a butcher shop and a
drugstore, which also housed the post
office” (Clifford B. Casey, Handbook of
Texas). That same year, the residents
petitioned the U.S. Postal Service and
officially got the name of  the town
changed to Alpine. In 1920, Alpine
changed dramatically with the opening
of  Sul Ross State Normal College, and
today, with a population of  around
6,000, it is the educational, banking,
tourism, government and commercial
center of  the Big Bend.

The town of  Marathon also began
in 1882, when railroad track-layers
reached the area and pitched a camp
some four miles north of  the Army post
and mountain spring located at Camp
Peña Colorado. Railroad surveyor
Albion Shepard, who had previously
been a sailor, bought land in the area
and petitioned for a post office, which
was built the following year. Shepard
named the site Marathon because the
terrain reminded him of  Marathon,
Greece. The windmill in town was the
first jail – drunks and other minor
wrongdoers were shackled to one of  its
legs, while more serious criminals were
taken to Alpine. Marathon quickly
became the principal cattle- and ore-
shipping point in the region. As the pri-
mary “gateway” to the Big Bend
National Park, tourism is now an

important addition to the economy of
Marathon.

The town of  Marfa was established
as a water and freight stop for the
GH&SA Railroad in 1882. According
to local tradition, the wife of  a railroad
executive was reading The Brothers
Karamazov and suggested the name
Marfa from a character (Marfa
Ignatyevna) in the Dostoyevsky novel.
The post office bearing that name was
established the following year. In 1885, a
local land developer built a magnificent
three-story Renaissance-style court-
house to attract settlers, and the seat of
Presidio county was moved from Fort
Davis to Marfa that same year. In 1911,
the U.S. Army established Camp
Marfa, which in 1930 became Fort D.
A. Russell.  During World War II,
Marfa Army Air Field was built to train
pilots and Fort D. A. Russell was
enlarged to house German prisoners of
war. Due to the presence of  the military,
Marfa’s population peaked at around
5,000 in 1945. The population dropped
dramatically when the military closed
the bases the following year. Since then,
however, Marfa has rebounded due to
tourism and the establishment of  a
major Border Patrol center there and
has a population of  around 2,000.

The town of  Valentine was estab-
lished in 1882 and was named for the
day that the railroad crews arrived
there – Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day. The
post office was established in 1886. The
population peaked at around 600 in the
1920s, but on Aug. 16, 1931, the town
was severely damaged by 6.0 magni-
tude earthquake, the strongest earth-
quake ever recorded in Texas. No one
was killed, but every building in town
was damaged to some extent. The
town continues to be a cattle-shipping
point for local ranchers and presently
has a population of  around 200.

The town of  Sanderson came into
existence when railroad workers arrived
and built a roundhouse there in 1882.
Originally named Strobridge, it was
renamed Sander son the following year
in honor of  Thomas P. Sanderson, the
engineer in charge of  building that por-
tion of  the railroad. The post office of
Sanderson was established that same
year. In 1905, the Texas legislature cre-
ated Terrell County and designated
Sanderson as the new county seat.  

DAVID GARZA ‡ KAT EDMONSON
 SUZANNA CHOFFEL ‡ AMY COOK

 MEXICANS AT NIGHT ‡ JASON BLUM ‡ TOPAZ & 
MUDPHONIC ‡ BENE MEDINA ‡ Doodlin’ hogwallops

INFORMATION & TICKETS

DUDEOFTHEDEAD.NET
2 NIGHTS OF CAMPING & COMMUNITY

1 DAY OF MUSIC & FESTIVITIES
PRESIDIO, TEXAS

OCTOBER 28-30
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Famous Beef & Chicken Fajitas • Ice Cream • Clean, Fast Service

Rene & Maria Franco, Owners

513 O’Reilly Street • Downtown Presidio
432.229.4409

Mexican 
and

American
Food

Debbie Murphy
Agent

Mike Murphy
Broker/Owner

Exploring with Journaling
by William H. Darby III

I’ve never kept a journal.
That is, a single book of
entries that progressively

details my experiences with the
wider world. That would be
impossible, since I seldom
operate in a singular or pro-
gressive fashion. However, I
have been journaling for years.
I always grab a random note-
book or sketchpad to take
along when I travel, and I
record random things in ran-
dom fashion.

Most people are reluctant to

begin a journal because they
feel that it will be too much of
a burden. They worry that they
won’t add to it regularly
enough or that it won’t be
“good” enough. Most people
mislead themselves. Journaling
isn’t done for others – it’s done
for oneself. A journal should be
as chaotic or crisp, full or
sparse, detailed or general, as
its keeper. The glorious volume
that we all wish we could pro-
duce, where every entry is
insightful (and quotable) and

every sketch is museum-wor-
thy, is unrealistic. Journaling
isn’t about the final product, it’s
about the process.

I have a terrible memory, so
I rely on journaling primarily
to help me remember things
I’ve seen and done. I don’t
carry a camera when I travel,
so I record sights and thoughts
on paper with pen or pencil.
Not only does journaling help
me to remember what I’ve
seen, it helps me to more fully
grasp the present – to partici-

A magical
oasis in the

Chihuahuan
Desert

of Texas 

Off the 
Pinto Canyon Rd

near Ruidosa

rustic lodging
camping 
day use

432.229.4165
chinatihotsprings.com

under new management

Sunday 10 a.m. Christian Education and 11 a.m. Morning Prayer or Eucharist   
Wednesday 6 p.m. Contemplative Prayer 

Friday 5:30 p.m. Prayers for Evening and the Healing of the World
First Fridays 6 p.m. Concert

St. James’ Episcopal Church • Ave. A and N. 6th St., Alpine 432.837.7313

The Episcopal Church
Welcomes You

Scripture • Tradition • Reason



13Cenizo
Fourth Quarter 2011

With God all things are possible
(Matthew 10:26)

Church of Christ

432.371.2292
Highway 118 – P.O. Box 142, Terlingua

Worship: Sundays 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. and Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.

Marathon Motel
& RV Park

Private Bath/Cable TV
Full Hookups/30 & 50 amp Pull-thrus

432.386.4241
HWY 90 W • Marathon • www.marathonmotel.com

pate in it, taking the time to
capture it in sketches and
words.

Journaling gives me a sense
of  accomplishment. It’s more
than just snapping a photo of  a
landscape or a bug. It allows
me to interact with the world in
real time, beyond just observ-
ing it. It deepens the experience
and makes it more personal.
And although it’s probably not
as pretty as a picture, it is more
authentic.

Journaling helps me to con-

template and question what
I’ve seen and done. I often
return to my journals not just
for reference, but to add more
facts or thoughts to my notes
and details and color to my
sketches. Returning to these
pages takes me back to places
and times of  pleasure again
and again. My journals are
never retired; they remain
accessible and are well-used.

Even though you’re seeing
some of  them now, my journal
pages are primarily for me.

Journaling my experiences
helps me to discover and better
understand the world – and
myself, too. I hope seeing some
of  my random notes and ques-
tionable sketches will inspire
curious persons to do some
journaling for themselves.  
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RE-READS BOOKSTORE
A project supporting the daily operation 
of the Alpine Public Library

Gently used books
at gentle prices.

Ave. E at 7th St., Alpine, Texas
Open 6 days a week
Monday-Saturday 10-5
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“No place is a place until things that have 
happened in it are remembered...”

– Wallace Stegner

Photo Essay

My heart has always been
drawn to both cameras and
dogs. My journey has

never wandered far from either of
these things. They have been a con-
stant in my life.

I am always looking for the perfect
photographic project. My problem is
actually finding one I’ll finish. It took

me a while to realize that the only per-
fect project is the one you’re working
on right now. 

My “Pickup Dog” project has been
a work-in-progress since I photographed
my first dog while on vacation in Silver
City, N.M. in June of  2005. Over the
years I have “shot” a 100 or so wind-
blown dogs.

I love to watch them as they surf  the
wind. Their ability to balance and
share their space with tools, tires, gro-
ceries and other junk is mind-blowing.
Some bark, pace and howl; others ride
in quiet contentment. They come in all
sizes and breeds, all colors and person-
alities. Out here in the Southwest the
heelers and the shepherds are often

seen. I suspect that has to do with cat-
tle work and the fact that the pickup is
the preferred commute vehicle for both
owner and dog.

Whenever I ask an owner if  I may
photograph their dog, I almost always
get asked “why?” I have a hard time
giving an answer other than that I just
feel the need.

Pickup Dogs
by Jim Work

Hooch was at the vet’s at the same time I was taking my dogs
there. How could you pass up such a face? He looked at me with
a very old soul. As most dogs are, he was very happy in his skin –
and he had a lot of  skin.

I think the name of  the boxer is Roxie. Although that might have been the name of  her owner. Either
way, she was a great subject and also was very proud of  her wrinkles. A lot of  love delivered in the form
of  slobber.
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The two howling dogs are named Little Boy and Annabelle. I followed them
down Holland Avenue, laughing at their antics. I pulled into the same conven-
ience store with them, and they were like a couple of  little kids – just loved to
show off  for the camera.

I followed this dog from Holland Avenue, out 118 south and then down Cemetery Road
until the driver pulled into a welding shop. I asked the older gentleman if  I could make a
photo of  his dog. He replied “What for? He’s just an old pickup dog.” “Ah, that’s the rea-
son,” I replied. He just shook his head at me.

The border collie I encountered on a walk in my neighborhood. She was
sleeping on top of  the cab of  the truck when I first saw her. I grabbed a cou-
ple of  frames, and then she was like a little kid – started posing for the cam-
era with her Frisbee. As I was taking her photo, this West Texas accent yelled
out from a window of  the house what was I doing? “I’m taking a photo of
your dog. What are you doing?” “I’m getting a massage.” And he was. We
knew the woman who lived there, and she was a medically trained masseuse.
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Next spring a wall that has laid siege across
la Frontera will be breached. The crossing
at Boquillas del Carmen, Mexico into the

United States, on the far east side of  Big Bend
National Park, will be reopened.

In the atmosphere of  fear and suspicion fol-
lowing Sept. 11, 2001, informal crossings of  the
Rio Grande into Mexico were closed at Lajitas,
Texas and in the national park at Castolon/
Santa Elena and Rio Grande Village/ Boquillas
del Carmen on May 10, 2002. The Sierra Ponce,
a sheer escarpment extending from Texas into the
Mexican state of  Coahuila, forms a natural wall,
created millions of  years ago by a tectonic plate
shift of  the earth’s crust. This shift raised the
Chihuahuan Desert plateau on the Mexican side
by 1,200 to 1,500 feet, almost defining the
Texas/Mexico border, making it unnecessary in
2002 to build a cement wall. 

Our homeland was secured by erecting the
legal barrier that sealed-off  the border. A Border
Patrol station within Big Bend National Park
enforces the closure. So immediate and secure
was the closing that residents on the Mexican side
who had cars parked as usual in a lot in the park
could not readily retrieve them. Mexican employ-
ees of  the park found it a very long way back
home at the end of  a shift. The nearest legal
crossing was now 100 miles to the west at
Presidio/Ojinaga. 

The park’s chief  river ranger, in a Nov. 23,
2007 interview on National Public Radio’s “All
Things Considered,” summed up the opinions of
many when he told John Burnett: “What we have
done is created a hardship for those folks who
have legitimate reasons to be coming back and
forth across here or that have been part of  the
community and the area here for a long time.
Those are the folks that we've impacted the most.

We haven’t slowed the bad guys beyond at all.”
Perhaps authorities at the time agreed with

Robert Frost’s “Mending Wall” that “good fences
make good neighbors.” They failed, though, to ask
the question Frost raised about walls and fences.

Before I built a wall I’d ask to know
What I was walling in or walling out,
And to whom I was like to give offense.

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,
That wants it down.

What had been walled-out was a Mexican
rural-village culture that began along both sides of
Rio Bravo del Norte in the late 19th century. By
then the despoblado, the uninhabited land, emp-
tied of  inhabitants by regular raids by Native
Americans down the Comanche Trail, had
begun welcoming settlers. 

When Anglo miners and ranchers moved into
southern Brewster County in the early 20th cen-
tury, families with names like Acosta, Solis,
Villalbas, Garcia, Gonzales and Ybarra were
already registered landowners on both sides of
the river border. As early as 1894 merchants like
Cipriano Hernandez were operating small stores,
on the U.S. side of  the river, keeping the early set-
tlers supplied with necessities, trading furs and
perhaps assisting in smuggling candelilla wax, the
export of  which was strictly controlled by the
Mexican government. 

Soon, on the U.S. side, settlements such as La
Coyota, Ojito, Castolon and Terlingua Abajo
stood opposite the Mexican towns Santa Elena,
San Vicente and Boquillas del Carmen. Traversing
the river border was an everyday event for people
on both sides, like walking across a street to trade
with a merchant on the other side or to visit neighbors. 

Boquillas del Carmen had grown to a couple

Photo by Cindy McIntyre

Boquillas, Mexico from the Texas side of the Rio Grande.

Viva Boquillas!
by Ron Payne
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of  thousand inhabitants by the
early 20th century. Mining for
silver and lead had made it a
river boom town. When the
mines were exhausted, Boquillas
suffered for decades, like a “rust
belt” community when the fac-
tories close. 

After the threat to the United
States from the Mexican Revo -
lu tion ended, the 1920s and
1930s saw tourists bringing life
and hope to the little river com-
munity. Visitors to the area dis-
covered the hot springs, in what
was to become first a Texas
state park and then Big Bend
National Park, and they waded
across the river or took a boat
to sample a bit of  old Mexico.

The remoteness of  the
national park and isolation
from central Mexican authori-
ty made it possible for Boquillas
to remain a kind of  Old West
frontier town into the 21st cen-
tury. Having a couple of  beers,
a few games at the pool table
for 50 cents a game and a taco
at the park bar with its collec-
tion of  baseball caps became a
highlight for newcomers to the
national park and a regular rit-
ual for frequent visitors. Several
hundred visitors a day would
spend time in Boquillas, and
many remained overnight at
the Smuggler’s Inn, the town’s
only bed and breakfast. Burro
and pony rides for adults and
children along with handcraft-
ed souvenirs meant that count-
less individuals and families
took back into the States both
fond memories and trinkets
from their trip into Mexico.
The tourist economy in
Boquillas was strong enough
that Boquillas residents did not
need to pressure tourists. Visitors
remember feeling laid-back
rather than pestered by peddlers.

A first-hand account, found
in an unpublished memoir by
the national park’s first superin-
tendent, discloses a secret
about just how relaxed was life
on la Frontera in the mid-20th
century. Needing to get away
from the administrative hassle
from time to time, Supt. Ross
Maxwell would hide out a day
or two at Maggie Smith’s store
on the park’s far east side. One
night Maggie awakened him,
in the  room she provided for

his overnight stays, to say that
her driver was unavailable and
that she needed Maxwell’s
help. He drove Maggie’s truck
to the river following her
instructions. There at the
river’s edge, a Mexican nation-
al in charge of  the unloading/
loading operation going on in
the middle of  the night greeted
him with the words: “I did not
expect to see you here,
Commandante!” When the
candelilla wax was stowed onto
Maggie’s truck, the superin-
tendent drove it back to
Maggie’s place. At Maggie’s
instruction, he parked the truck
out of  sight, so that it could
await the regular driver to take
it to Alpine for sale of  its wax
hoard the next day.

Visitors had experienced a
“laid-back” Boquillas, but
when the border was closed, it
was soon laid-out like a corpse.
Someone forgot to ask “just
who was being walled out and
who walled in.”

Within months of  the bor-
der closing, Boquillas’ 1990s
population of  about 300 had
dried up, as people left to find a
way to support their families. A
mere handful of  families live
today in Boquillas and even
fewer in Santa Elena. The only
regular income for the remain-
ing isolated families has been
Los Diablos, the well-trained
and well-equipped firefighters
who, beginning about a quar-
ter century ago, have been
allowed to cross the river to our
side because they are essential
to helping control the frequent
wildfires in Texas and sur-
rounding states. 

The fire crew members can
make nearly the equivalent of  a
year’s income for the average
villager on a single firefighting
engagement. Visitors no longer
venture to Boquillas from the
United States today, to avoid
incurring severe federal penal-
ties. Some of  today’s Boquillas
residents eke out a living by
risking arrest to lay out, on our
side of  the river, walking sticks,
jewelry and desert-creature fig-
urines fashioned by winding
fine copper. If  you find their
caches on the boulders in the
park, you can take a souvenir
and put your dollars into the

can or glass jar beside the
hand-lettered sign that indi-
cates proceeds are for the San
Vicente School. You are not
supposed to buy this illegal con-
traband, and it can be confis-
cated from you, but compas-
sion is the offspring of  con-
science not law codes.

Now it appears that happier
times are ahead. By late spring
2012, a new class B border
crossing facility, the construc-
tion of  which has already
begun, will allow us, once
again, to cross the river for a
beer and a couple of  tacos. We
should not expect that Boquillas
will be restored to its former
congenial uniqueness in short
order. We can help to shape the
future of  la Frontera. We can
expect that if  we come, they
will build it. 

Who knows, an internation-
al park, a long-time dream,
may even be a possibility.

In the 1990s, the villagers of
Santa Elena, Mexico, spent
weekends helping the National
Park Service restore the oldest
adobe building in the park, the
Alvino House at Castolon.
They did so because they rec-
ognized that although two
countries were separated by the
Rio Grande/ Rio Bravo in
Brewster County, there was a
single culture.

Restoration of  that two-
country-one-river culture can
reverse the decision to wall out
and wall in a handful of  rural
communities. We can now
apply for one of  the new cred-
it-card-like passports that can
be magnetically swiped or bar-
code scanned. This new type of
passport will likely be required
to access the remotely moni-
tored border crossing. It’s time
to brush up on our conversa-
tional Spanish, visit Boquillas
and help make hospitality the
twin of  security.

“Something there is that
doesn’t love a wall, that wants it
down.”

220 East Oak

432-837-3100
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One of  my favorite
places in West Texas is
also one of  the most

desolate. Fort Lancaster, now
Fort Lancaster State Park, is off
the beaten path west of  Ozona
and east of  Sheffield. If  one
comes to the park from the east
down Government Hill, the
view out over the valley of  Live
Oak Creek and the Pecos River
is alone worth the trip.

I came to appreciate Fort
Lancaster when in graduate
school at the University of
Texas in 1968. I worked as a
historic researcher in the parks
office of  Texas Parks and
Wildlife at a time when the
administrative parks staff  was
quite small and inhabited the
old American Legion building
north of  the capitol in Austin. I
was assigned to write the his-
toric survey of  Fort Lancaster,
newly acquired by Parks and
Wildlife. 

I soon developed a deep fas-
cination with this old Army
post. Essentially nothing hap-
pened there, making the story
one of  basic survival. Manned
by infantry, one or two compa-
nies that seldom averaged over
100 men, no civilian settlement
established itself  there. A stage
station, sutler’s store and a few
laundresses made up the
minute civilian population, and
while there were minor occa-
sional encounters with the
Apaches and the camels passed
through, in essence, life at Fort
Lancaster was one of  day-to-
day endurance.

The fascination with Fort
Lancaster continued, and I
would occasionally find a new
reference or an interesting fact,
and over time I developed a
decent manuscript. My friend,
Dr. Ron Tyler, the director of
the Texas State Historical

Association, offered to consider
publishing the work if  I ever
finished it. After 30 years of
leisurely work Fort Lancaster:
Texas Frontier Sentinel was pub-
lished in 2000. Very cool – this
book writing isn’t so hard.

I was familiar with Arcadia
Publishing through the muse-
um business. They come as
exhibitors to most of  our meet-
ings and were known as good
folks who would work with a
community or organization to
produce a quality photograph-
ic history. Recently Arcadia
had published Marfa by Louise
O’Connor and Cecilia
Thompson, and I knew David
Keller was working on Alpine.
Accordingly, I thought there
should be a book on Fort Davis
and, being on the verge of  retire-
ment, decided why not ask. 

The staff  of  Arcadia Publish -
ing said yes, and we struck a
deal in April 2010. By contract
I had 10 months to produce a
draft – an eternity, no problem;
babies take longer than that.
Let’s see: 10 months with more
than four to retirement, still
leaves more than five to dead-
line. That works. And as a con-
sequence I finished my time at
the Museum of  the Big Bend
thinking don’t worry, be happy.

The Monday after retire-
ment we began a major remod-
eling project at our house antic-
ipated to take a month and
requiring that all the furniture
and all the books downstairs be
moved, often several times. I
was immediately designated
“unskilled” labor and put to
work at those tasks. And here I
thought I would be out in my
little office with my reference
books working away at my
manuscript. Silly me.  

Eventually reality set in, and
I realized that I must go to

work. The Arcadia model
requires an average of  200
photographs or other images,
with the story told through cap-
tions with a limited word count.
The first step was to identify
sources and begin to acquire
the images. Since the pre-Civil
War Fort Davis had been active
on an isolated frontier in the
days before photography
became common, I immedi-
ately ran up against the prob-
lem of  how to interpret this
period. First problem – which
was solved by tracking down
non-photographic images from
far and wide.

I knew that there was a
wealth of  historic photographs
in the community, but two of
the major collections, due to
circumstances beyond the con-
trol of  anyone, were no longer
available. Problem two – which
was solved by Mary Williams
and the staff  at Fort Davis
National Historic Site who gen-
erously opened their photo
archive to me. Daisy
McCutcheon, president of  the
Fort Davis Historical Society,
did the same. With Wid
McCutcheon telling stories and
helping to identify many of
these images, the task went
smoothly. Luckily Dave
Jacobson, who helped compile
the Jeff  Davis County history
book, had saved digital images
– also a great help.  

Then came problem three,
the big one. I am not a comput-
er person, and the Arcadia
requirements for image repro-
duction are quite precise and
technical. Big trouble. I can
identify the difference between
an etching and a lithograph,
but have no idea what a .jpeg
or .tiff  file are. It looked like the
wheels were beginning to come
off  the project. 

After explaining my dilemma
to Jennifer Turner, who actual-
ly knows how the little gremlins
in computers think and oper-
ate, she volunteered to do all
the scanning and copying.
Crisis averted. Jennifer and
Scott Turner own the
Mountain Trails Lodge, and
she certainly had more to do
than help me, but she did.

Finally, and to a lesser
extent, I found that I had
images and photographs of
poor quality that required
someone who could provide
quality copy work and restora-
tion as needed. In years hence
when someone else comes to
write a history of  Fort Davis
and is seeking a photographic
archive they will, without hesi-
tation, turn to the work of  Max
Kandler. In recent years Max
has thoroughly documented
the life and activities of  our
community. Not only that, but
he knows how to make a poor
photograph look great. 

After all this procrastinating,
the time came that I finally had
to go to work. The Arcadia
template is exact: Each photo-
graph must have a caption with
a precise number of  words.
This, I think, might be limiting
for many authors but was actu-

ally a blessing for me. Exhibits
are the heart and soul of  the
museum racket, and we use
artifacts to tell the stories within
the exhibit, what we call inter-
pretation. Artifact is just a fancy
word for stuff, and most muse-
ums have plenty of  stuff. The
problem we face with telling
stories with stuff  is that when
we do not have an artifact to
tell the story the story cannot
be told. It was much the same
with the Fort Davis book.
There were many other stories
to tell, but I had no photograph
to provide illustration. 

In an exhibit we interpret,
our other fancy word for telling
a story about the artifact by cre-
ating labels. These are particu-
lar documents that must pro-
vide interpretation and clarity
with limited words. For
instance, a label should not be
long and wordy; it should be
focused and not ramble and
the words of  the label and the
associated image or artifact
must be meaningful if  they are
to be memorable. That is what
we attempt to achieve in the
museum world, and by hap-
penstance, the Arcadia book
template fit well with that mold.
Finally something with which I
was familiar. 

Creating Fort Davis
by Larry Francell
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As the end of  January deadline was
quickly approaching, and I knew this
because I would receive an email every
other day from my Arcadia editor writ-
ing that the deadline was quickly
approaching, I was greatly assisted in my
endeavor by the unusually cold winter.
My office is in our old bath house, a
small adobe structure with a highly effi-
cient heater, just the place to spend a
winter’s day.

I have to say that the staff  of  Arcadia
Publishing was excellent. I expected a
number of  suggested edits when I sub-
mitted the first draft, but was pleasantly
surprised. However, the editing was an
interesting process. My editor would
make suggestions that seemed odd to
me, but ultimately clarified what I want-
ed to say. This most often resulted from
her perspective as someone unfamiliar
with the subject who wanted to ensure
that others like her would understand
the subject, while I went blithely along
assuming everyone was familiar with
Fort Davis. We did stay friends.

Being a Texan to the core, I did sug-
gest that the title ought to be Fort Davis,
Texas, but my editor pointed out that
adding the state to the title was not
Arcadia’s policy, and, besides, they could

only find one Fort Davis in the United
States. Checking my atlas I discovered
this to be true, only one Fort Davis and
one Marfa, but five Alpines.

Like most complicated projects, there
were many folks who helped.
Photographs came from far and wide.
Both the Fort Davis Historical Society
and Fort Davis National Historic Site
were most helpful, allowing me free
access to their photo archives. Lucy
Jacobson, who wrote the official Jeff
Davis County history, answered many
odd questions at weird times of  the day.
Without the photo work of  Max
Kandler and Jennifer Turner I would
still be muddling about in computer hell,
and while I often frustrated my wife
Beth, she kept the project grounded. As
it turned out it was both more fun and
more difficult than I anticipated. 
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The Air Age came to Alpine in the
early afternoon of  Oct. 28, 1911,
when Calbraith Perry Rodgers

landed his Vin-Fiz Flyer just north of
the public school grounds and remained
on the ground for half  an hour before
flying on to Marfa and Sierra Blanca.
The entire population of  Alpine turned
out to see the aviator and his airplane,
which looked like a marriage between a
box kite and a bicycle, with four wings,
four wire wheels and two propellers
linked by chains and sprockets to a sin-
gle engine. It was the first airplane and
the first aviator anyone in Alpine had
ever seen. 

The aviator was a big man, 6-feet-4,
who flew sitting on the lower wing
dressed in a business suit and tie,
hunched over the control levers with his
back against the gasoline tank and the
engine banging away beside him. His
only protection from the weather was a
leather motorcyclist’s vest pulled on over
his suit coat. On really cold flying days
he stuffed newspapers under the vest.

When he landed in Alpine, Rodgers
was nearing the end of  the first
transcontinental flight ever across the
United States, a 49-day journey that he
made in hops of  50 to 100 miles from

Sheepshead Bay, New York to
Pasadena, Calif. He was in the air for
only 24 of  those 49 days. The other 25
were spent repairing his plane, which
was wrecked 16 times on take-offs and
landings. Rodgers used spare parts car-
ried on a special train that followed him
across the country, paid for by his spon-
sor, a grape-flavored soft drink called
Vin-Fiz. He navigated by flying along
the railroad tracks, which was what
brought him to Alpine. Rodgers later
told reporters that the stretch over the
Big Bend from Del Rio to El Paso was
the most difficult part of  his entire trip,
because the country was broken up by
canyons and mountains that created
strange air currents and provided few
emergency landing places.

Although Alpine did not get a proper
airport until 1940, when Mayor Louis
Starns persuaded the city council to pur-
chase the old rodeo grounds north of
town and bulldoze four runways onto it,
the Alpine Chamber of  Commerce has
decided that Cal Rodgers’ brief  visit
marks the beginning of  aviation in
Alpine and has organized a centennial
celebration of  aviation history here this
month. On Oct. 15 there will be dis-
plays of  historic aircraft and other avia-

tion material at the airport all day and
an evening banquet at the Granada
Theatre.

Most of  the aviation activities in the
Big Bend between Rodgers’ 1911 visit
and the construction of  Starns Field in
Alpine in 1940 took place somewhere
besides Alpine. In the 1920s the U.S.
Army Air Corps patrolled the border
from flying fields at Marfa, Sanderson
and Johnson’s Ranch, now in Big Bend
National Park. Army and civilian planes
occasionally landed on Alpine’s rodeo
grounds, but it was the absence of
defined runways there that caused the
Army to put Alpine on a “flying black-
list” in 1933. That action led to the civic
push that culminated in Mayor Starns’
building a proper flying field in 1940.

The decision to build that field coin-
cided with the arrival in Alpine of  John
Othello Casparis, who became one of
the legendary figures of  Big Bend avia-
tion. Casparis was born in Round
Mountain, Texas in 1899. He took fly-
ing lessons at San Antonio’s Stinson
Field in the 1920s and got his pilot’s
license in 1927, while he was running a
tourist court and filling station on U.S.
80 near Kent. He claimed to have
racked up 40,000 flying hours during his

career, which ended shortly before his
death at the age of  85. Casparis came to
Alpine from Dallas in 1940 as a flight
instructor in Sul Ross’ newly created
Navy V-5 Aviation Training Program.
Years later an interviewer asked his
widow why he took the job. “We had a
starve-out grocery store in Oak Cliff,”
she said. “We couldn’t make a living.”
He helped lay out the runways at the
new airport and was soon installed as
unpaid manager there.

In December 1941, a local rancher,
Willis McCutcheon, asked Casparis if
he could take McCutcheon up in his
plane so that he could shoot the
Mexican golden eagles that were prey-
ing on his lamb crop. Casparis had
never heard of  hunting anything from
an airplane but he agreed to try, and
McCutcheon, shooting from the cock-
pit, bagged nine eagles on the wing.
Other ranchers approached Casparis, as
well as game warden Ray Williams, who
in one month brought down 111 eagles
from Casparis’ plane.

Casparis soon went into the eagle-
hunting business on his own. He
removed the windows from his Aeronica
Chief  and bought a shotgun, and in
June 1942 he persuaded the ranchers to

A CENTURY OF AVIATION IN ALPINE 
by Lonn Taylor

Photo by Bill Hubbard, Tucson, Ariz.

Calbraith Rogers and his Vin-Fiz Flyer on the ground in Marfa on Oct. 28, 1911, photographed by
rancher W.W. Bogel. 
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form an Eagle Club to support
his activities. Members put in
$60 a year for every 2,000
sheep they owned. Between
May 1944 and March 1945
Casparis killed 806 eagles, 161
coyotes, four bobcats, two pan-
thers and a bear for the Eagle
Club, which paid him $5,739
that year. He told the Alpine
Avalanche that he killed most of
the eagles at below 500 feet, fly-
ing at 120 miles per hour with
no hands. The tricky part, he
said, was that he had to get
above them, dive down on
them, pull the trigger and then
put down his shotgun and pull
out of  the dive before hitting
the ground.

Casparis continued his
eagle-hunting business through
the 1950s and was written up
in a number of  national maga-
zines. By 1960 he had killed
more than 10,000 eagles and
had crashed four times, suffer-
ing severe burns. He also ran a
charter service from Starns
Field. Helmut Abt, a McDonald
Observatory astronomer, re -
called retaining Casparis to fly
him and a colleague to south-
ern Arizona to examine the site
of  Kitt Peak Observatory from
the air. They got back to Alpine
after dark, and Abt claims that
Casparis circled over the town
turning his engine on and off
to alert someone to drive out to
the airport and turn the land-
ing strip lights on. When

Casparis died in 1984 the
name of  the airport was
changed to honor him. 

Alpine did not get on the
commercial air service map
until 1946, when Trans-Texas
Airways initiated a route from
Fort Stockton to Pecos, Alpine,
Marfa and El Paso, with con-
nections eastward to Austin
and San Antonio. TTA’s 26-
passenger, twin-engine DC-3s
did not utilize Starrns Field but
landed and took off  from the
former Marfa Army Air Field
on U.S. 90 between Marfa and
Alpine; their timetables de -
scribed the stop as Alpine-
Marfa. The flights over the Big
Bend were famously bumpy (as
Cal Rodgers had discovered in
1911), and on one memorable
occasion a technician inadver-
tently filled a tank designed to
hold water for the plane’s
steam heating system with car-
bon tetrachloride. When the
heat was turned on over the Big
Bend the passengers were near-
ly asphyxiated. The pilot and
the co-pilot were able to open
the cockpit windows and gulp
fresh air, but the passengers and
the stewardess had to be rushed
to the Fort Stockton hospital to
be revived.

The Trans-Texas stew-
ardesses on the Big Bend route
were dressed in costumes that
were a departure from the
semi-military uniforms of  most
stewardesses of  that period.

They wore long Western skirts,
silk blouses, bolero jackets, ban-
dannas, Navy blue Western
hats and cowboy boots. Service
was in keeping with the infor-
mality of  the Big Bend; there
are stories about planes turning
around in mid-flight and
returning to Alpine-Marfa to
deliver items accidentally left
on board by passengers and
about planes waiting at the air-
port for passengers who had
trouble getting away from their
remote ranches on time.

Unfortunately the Trans-
Texas Big Bend flights never
carried enough passengers to
be profitable – six passengers
were considered a good load –
and in 1960 Trans-Texas ter-
minated the route. Since then
several small airlines have
attempted to provide scheduled
passenger service to Alpine.
The longest-lived was Lone
Star Airlines, which  ferried
travelers from Alpine to the
Dallas-Fort Worth airport
between 1992 and 1995. Dallas
Express Airways, Solar Air -
ways and Big Bend Airways
have also tried to make a go of
it. All found that there were
simply not enough passengers
to keep them in business.

Today the Alpine-Casparis
Municipal Airport is a busy
place. According to airport
director Johnny Galvan, about
six private planes a day take off
and land on the airport’s two
runways, including the daily
UPS delivery plane that brings
packages for the entire Big
Bend. Department of  Public
Safety and Customs and
Border Protection helicopters
are also based there, as well as a
Medevac helicopter and, in fire
season, the big twin-rotor heli-
copters that dump water on
wildfires. On Saturday, Oct.
15, the runways will be crowd-
ed with airborne ghosts from
the past.

Photo courtesy Archives of the Big Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial Library, Sul Ross State
University, Alpine, Texas.

John O. Casparis in his cockpit, preparing to hunt eagles.
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Poetry

Apology

My old man steps over to this worn-out
Datsun pickup I’m working on,
leans an arm onto the windshield, says:
It was how Dad done us:  He was tough.

I look up.  The old man’s a battler.  Scarred bald
head, result of  an fuel tank fire; blind in one eye,
crippled by arthritis; high blood pressure flush.
A battler struggling to hang on.

He continues:  

He used to be real hard on us, call you 
every name in the book, make fun of  you,
make you feel like you was stupid, 
not worth anything.  

So I never learned how to teach you boys
the right way.  I couldn’t –

He shakes his head, steps away.  

On the glass: 
oil smudge where his hand died.

W.K. Stratton

Now Thinking Like a Mountain, I Sense

there’s a storm somewhere.
The air reeks
of  ozone and the mountains
vibrate as if  they’re at war
with the invading clouds.
Enough to scatter
the wall-and-stone critters
as well as the winter-preparing ants
who’ve hurried their dry seeds
across the patio since dawn.
Only an old praying mantis remains
hanging onto the window screen,
twisting one broken antenae,
like a B-movie alien who’s
hoping to pick up
a rescuing signal,
before he makes his next move.
The incoming raindrops explode,
shattering the ant trail
while the mantis shakes
then inches under a honeysuckle.

The storm subsides; the desert mountain quiets.
Later I go out into the night sky
filled with stars I haven’t seen since childhood
when they competed only with fireflies
before they began to die from too much light.

George Bristol
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Call me and I’ll help you
choose the right life insurance
for you and your family.

WHITE CRANE
ACUPUNCTURE

CLINIC

Acupuncture 
• 

Herbs 
• 

Bodywork

Shanna Cowell, L.Ac.

505 E Sul Ross • Alpine
432.837.3225

Mon. - Fri. by appointment

Maiya’s

Italian Cuisine
Seasonal Menu

Diverse Beer & Wine Lists
Signature Cocktails

Open Wed - Sat at 5pm

103 N. Highland Ave
Marfa

432.729.4410

The old building at 205
E. Sul Ross Ave. in
Alpine has seen many

changes in its long life. Built in
1893, it replaced the original
two-room public school that
had been constructed at North
Fourth and Avenue E in 1888.

Student enrollment had
outgrown the original school,
and this new, larger adobe
brick building was constructed
for $7,000. Although records
don’t reveal particulars about the construction,
existing photographs show the same building that
stands today minus the bell tower. The first school
teacher was Wigfall Van Sickle, who had been
teaching in Uvalde. He was paid $75 a month.
The increasing enrollment soon led to the need
for a second teacher, and Miss Millie Harmon
was hired at $37.50 a month. This school served
to educate Alpine’s children until the castle-like
Central Ward School was constructed in 1910;
the Central Ward School was razed in 1970 to
make way for the present elementary school. 

The old school building then served for a few
years as a clubhouse for a citizens’ organization
known as the Mountaineers’ Club, a purely social
club for men organized around 1909. It was con-
sidered the most select social club in all of  West
Texas, and membership was considered an
honor. When the original Mountaineers’ club-
house burned in the big Alpine fire of  May 10,
1911, the members contracted with C.A Brown
to rent the old school, which Brown had pur-
chased from the school system. Although the
details have been lost, the structure was said to
have been remodeled into one of  the finest club
rooms in West Texas. With the approach of
World War I, the Mountaineers’ Club faded

away and was never revived. 
Though details are

sketchy, it is known that the
building was used as the St.
Charles Hotel from about
1915 until 1916.

The structure was
“adequately fitted up for hospi-
tal work” and opened as the
Alpine Hospital on Jan. 10,
1917. The Alpine Avalanche
reported “the present capacity
is 20 patients; seven of  these

are strictly private.” Dr. J. Frank Clark was the
physician in charge. Other records indicate that
Dr. J.R. Middlebrook was also connected with
the hospital. 

“When Sul Ross was established, the Board of
Regents of  the state teachers’ college required the
citizens of  Alpine to furnish a girls’ dormitory,”
reported the Alpine Avalanche. Sen. B.F. Berkeley
was named to the chairmanship of  a committee
to raise funds for the dormitory, and in 1920, the
city of  Alpine purchased the City Building. A
small nearby residence and a warehouse that had
been used for the Mitchell-Gillett store after the
store had burned down were also purchased and
moved to the property. The three buildings were
combined into one structure to serve as a girls’
dormitory named for Berkeley. 

A 1924 Sul Ross bulletin promoted the facility.
“Berkeley Hall, the dormitory for girls, is under
the direct supervision of  Professor C.A. Gilley
and his wife. This hall has been thoroughly
remodeled and is convenient and comfortable in
all its appointments; it is steam heated and is
located at a convenient distance to the college

City Building      

Erected in 1893. Oldest pub-
lic school building standing in
Alpine. Abandoned as school in
1910. Later served as a hospital,
college dormitory, Border Patrol
station and U.S. Soil and
Conservation Service.

Recorded Texas Historical
Landmark  – 1965

City Building
by Bob Miles

continued on page 27

Needleworks, Etc.
Ladies Fine Clothing

Peggy Walker, Owner

Flax  S Brighton  S Tribal  S Double D
And other speciality brands

121 West Holland • Alpine • 432/837-3085
120 South Cedar • Pecos • 432/445-9313
M-F 10 am ‘til 6 pm • Sat. 10 am ‘til 4 pm
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IRIS KORUS

Iris Korus was born in 1955 in
Stockdale, Texas, near Seguin, 30 miles
east of  San Antonio. She was the only
child of  Andrew and Ruth Korus. Her
dad, a disabled veteran of  World War II,
farmed. Iris’s early memories were of
hunting for arrowheads, finding out
about plants and riding the bus into
town. “School was my lick,” she says.
After school in Stockdale, she continued
to Texas Lutheran College in Seguin in
1972, only to quit a year later. The rea-
son: She fell in love. But no marriage
ensued.

Her first job was with a dentist in San
Antonio, whom she knew as a neighbor,
and she loved it. She enrolled in the San
Antonio College dental school the fol-
lowing year and continued at the
University of  Texas at San Antonio,
graduating in 1979. She worked at
UTSA for the next two years. During
these years, she married a classmate,
William Evans Dean III, but the mar-
riage ended in 1980. She opened her
own dental practice in Stockdale in
1981, and it flourished. 

Dr. Iris Korus loved dentistry, but was
also interested in horses and real estate.
In 1986, she sold the dental practice,
built a horse barn and started buying
and selling horses. Later, since she had a
keen eye for land prices, she also bought
land in Kansas – a new adventure. By
the early 90s she had gotten rid of  most
of  her horses and was ready to get back
into dental practice on her dad’s farm.

Still restless for something else, she
started looking for land in West Texas.
She was impressed by the vast space, the
plant life and the history of  the Big Bend
region and visited three times in 2000. 

Indian sites, fossil remains and geolo-

gy all fascinated her. She was gripped.
She had money in the bank from the
horse farm sale, and her dental practice
paid well, but she was determined to buy
carefully. She knew the ranch would not
produce income, but she wanted access
to land which would give her a lot of  sat-
isfaction – her own laboratory of  the
natural world. 

She bought the 96 Ranch, on the
Chispa Road west of  Valentine, and
took a job in Marfa practicing at the
Marfa Clinic. But the driving distance
was too much, so she started her own
dental clinic in Valentine. Despite the
unusual location, her dental skills soon
became known, and she attracted clients
from as far away as Fort Stockton and
Panther Junction in Big Bend National

Park.
She put equally hard work into the

ranch land, which was severely degrad-
ed. Now, after 10 years, water lines and
roads are maintained and grass is grow-
ing again. All over the ranch she has
made discoveries about the life of  for-
mer occupants and of  the nature that
surrounds her. Volumes of  books in the
ranch house speak to her collector’s
interests. She is a new breed of  recre-
ational ranch owner. “Very blessed and
very lucky” is how she describes herself.  

CLARENCE RUSSEAU

The Big Bend landscape, night sky
and frontier culture have influenced
many people, perhaps none more so

than Clarence Russeau, who changed
from a lost soul in the big city to one who
has found his true purpose in the small
town, speaking forcefully for those who
have been victimized. The confident 50-
year-old emits frequent bursts of  laugh-
ter as he describes a life story that is any-
thing but light.

He was born in Dallas in June 1960,
the adopted child of  Clarence and
Odette Russeau, who were both teach-
ers. Nicknamed Kojak, his hairless head
caused him relentless teasing from ele-
mentary school through Skyline High
School. To compensate he rebelled
against school regulations and fought
against his tormenters. He wanted to be
liked, wanted to help those in need, but
in fact had only one friend in high

Voices of the 
BIG BEND
Jim Glendinning continues the tradition of  his popular radio interviews from “Voices of  the Big Bend,” an original production of  
KRTS, Marfa Public Radio. The program continues to be broadcast occasionally throughout the region at 93.5 FM.

by Jim Glendinning

CLARENCE RUSSEAU
Alpine

STERRY BUTCHER
Marfa

Photo by Jim GlendinningPhoto by Jim GlendinningPhoto by Jim Glendinning

IRIS KORUS
Valentine
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Radio for a Wide Range
Serving Far West Texas at 93.5 FM

Become a member at www.marfapublicradio.org or 1-800-903-KRTS

school. He drank and later
drugged and at school learned,
in his words, “nothing.” 

Continuing to Brookhaven
Junior College, his drinking
increased and his grades were
straight Fs. The one significant
exception to this downward
spiral was a biology field trip in
1981 to Big Bend. The group
camped out, and Clarence
found that the beauty and
immensity of  the night sky had
a calming effect on him. He
was at peace with himself. The
trip was a turning point,
although his lifestyle had yet to
improve. His paper on the trip
earned him an “A.”

In 1982 he joined the Army
and thrived. Over 17 years, he
served in Bosnia, Germany
and the first Gulf  War, ending
as sergeant first class. He mar-
ried Alissa Torres Jones just
before the Gulf  War, and they
had a baby girl. The marriage
ended five years later in
divorce, and his Army career
ended in a general discharge
1999. Today he sees this as a
blessing in disguise. 

He got a job at Subway and
enrolled at Dallas’ El Centro
College, from which he gradu-
ated with a B.A. in general
studies in 2006. He also joined
Narcotics Anonymous. In
2006, remembering the uplift-
ing Big Bend experience in
1981, he boarded a Grey hound
bus and arrived in Alpine to
enroll at Sul Ross State
University. 

He describes this period as
when he grew up. He joined
the Family Crisis Center of  the
Big Bend as a volunteer coun-
selor. The work of  this vital
agency, which deals with
domestic violence and sexual
assault, was a natural fit for
someone who had always
wanted to help others. He
thrives in the job. He also
allows that he sometimes acts
as a troublemaker and is per-
haps too loud. The director,
Lovika de Koninck, describes
him as someone who will
always go the extra mile for
clients, in an agency whose
workload has almost doubled
in recent years to 1,100 cases
annually.

Russeau is now employed at

the Crisis Center as communi-
ty educator. He also works with
the Boy Scouts, ran for mayor
and lost and was president of
the board of  the Alpine
Community Center. He is cur-
rently on the board of  the
chamber of  commerce. 

Nourished by the skies of
Big Bend and small-town val-
ues of  Alpine, Clarence Russeau
has learned how to contribute
to society.       

STERRY BUTCHER

Sterry Butcher was born in
San Marcos, Texas on Sept. 10,
1967, the second child of  Allan
and Sue Butcher. When she
was 3, the family moved to Fort
Worth. Her father taught polit-
ical science at Texas State
University (now the University
of  Texas at Arlington) as well as
practicing as a criminal defense
attorney.

Childhood years in green,
leafy Fort Worth are a pleasant
memory today. From kinder-
garten through 12th grade she
was enrolled at private Forth
Worth Country Day School,
taking riding lessons at age 5.
At home she read voraciously.

Her parents allowed her to
choose her college, and she
chose small, liberal arts Reed
College in Portland, Ore. From
1985 to 1990 she followed the
Reed College tutorial-type sys-
tem, graduated with a B.A. in
English (“was good at it”) and
made some long-lasting
friends. This challenging, inde-
pendent place was right for her. 

She missed, however, the
wildness and roughness of
Texas. So in 1991 she went to
Austin and took a job at the
Dispute Resolution Center. She
felt useful and stayed two years.
But she still felt adrift. She
sensed there was something
else “out there” for her. The
family went every Thanks -
giving to Indian Lodge at Davis
Mountains State Park. On one
visit in 1992, the family visited
the Chinati Foundation and
were guided by a young man,
Michael Roch.

Sterry was attracted to bare-
bones Marfa and to the tour
guide. She took a room above
the thrift store. She got a job

with Marfa’s newspaper, the
Big Bend Sentinel, staff  of  four.
She also got engaged to
Michael in 1993. The couple
wanted a break and moved to
Seattle. They married there in
1994, found jobs and stayed
until 1996 before moving back
to Texas for graduate study –
Michael studying studio art at
Texas Christian University,
Sterry English at the University
of  North Texas. 

In 1996 they bought a shell
of  a house on West Texas
Street in Marfa and rebuilt it.
Sterry returned to the Big Bend
Sentinel and over 14 years has
become the paper’s senior
reporter. In 2001 they adopted
a Guatemalan boy whom they
named Huck, today a curly
haired 10-year-old who loves
books and the outdoors. Mike
sculpts and paints and teaches
at Marfa Elementary School.  

In 2004, Sterry was award-
ed a Knight Fellowship at
Stanford. This one-year course
attracts internationally known
journalists including Pulitzer
Prize winners. Unusually, in
Sterry’s case, the award went to
a writer at a small-town news-
paper, circulation 2,600. In
2007, Texas Monthly did a fea-
ture on her.

Sterry Butcher contributes
up to 3,000 words and eight
articles weekly to the Big Bend
Sentinel. While sometimes, as
with her story on contentious
local water issues, the material
is groundbreaking, more often
the topics are routine and local.
Whatever the subject, her rule
is: Getting facts wrong is not an
option. This professionalism
shows and is a big reason why
the Big Bend Sentinel regularly
wins Texas Press Association
awards, including, in 2010, a
first prize in feature writing.

www.finelinessolar.com     NABCEP Certified         Phone 432-386-8100  

OFFSET YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT 

30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT  

AEP REBATE AVAILABLE 

PV DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 

 

OFFSET YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT
30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

AEP REBATE SERVICE PROVIDER

CITY DRUG STORE

Dale Dyda, R. PH.
432-837-2252

202 East Avenue E, Alpine

FREE Delivery to Marfa and Fort Davis
when you fill your prescriptions with us! 

RX

Alpine’s Country Drug Store
Now a HealthMart® Pharmacy

NECTAR
COMPUTERS
Servicing West Texas with comprehensive 
and experienced support since 2003

202 N 11th & Ave E, Alpine Texas  • www.nectarcomputers.com
432 837 3021 • Support Cell: 432 386 7811 • Mark Hannan, Owner
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was “well acquainted with the
Davis Mountains as he (had)
walked over a greater part of
them.” 

This initial art colony set the
template for all to come. The
teaching emphasis was on com-
position, landscape, figure and
design. Coursework for students
emphasized the art and tech-
niques of  outdoor painting with
trips into the Davis Mountains,
the Big Bend country and the
surrounding areas. The course
included private instruction and
criticism with Gonzalez. At the
conclusion of  the six-week art
colony a certificate indicating the
quality and quantity of  work
done was awarded to those stu-
dents who successfully complet-
ed their work. The certificate
was signed by Gonzalez and the
president of  the college, Horace
W. Morelock. 

For four years Gonzalez and
Woeltz taught one summer ses-
sion of  the art colony each.
However, in 1933 Gonzalez
talked his friend Paul Ninas of
New Orleans into leading an art
colony session. Ninas said that
his students were soon “realizing
that there can be new shadows
under the sun and only five
hours painting in the afternoon
seems not enough.” Ninas later
became known as the “dean of
New Orleans artists.”

Woeltz resigned from Sul
Ross in 1936, and Sarah Miltia
Hill of  Eldorado, Texas became
the head of  the art department
and continued in this capacity
until her retirement in 1961. 

After leaving Sul Ross, Woeltz
taught at the University of  Texas
at Austin from 1942 through
1953, though he took time away
while he served in the military
during World War II. According
to Woeltz’s sister Evelyn Reveley,
“I just remember how happy
Julius and Xavier were with every
summer class. They always found
students with promising talent,
which made the art classes a joy to
teach.”

Gonzalez and Ethel Edwards
were married in Alpine on Aug.
24, 1935 at the Brown Ranch.
During his 1937 art colony,
Gonzalez and his students

formed the Rio Grande Group
of  artists and painters. The goal
of  the group was “to give stu-
dents the opportunity to exhibit
their work in museums and gal-
leries in different parts of  the
country, and to foster the arts in
the South west.” Gonzalez led
the art colony through 1939,
when he and his wife, a former
student and artist in her own
right, moved to New York City.
On the East Coast, they estab-
lished a summer art school at
Wellfleet, Mass. 

During the 1939 summer ses-
sion Coreen Mary Spellman of
Dallas worked with Sarah Hill
teaching the regular art courses.
Spellman taught at her alma
mater, Texas Women’s University,
from 1925 until her retirement in
1974. 

Hill continued the tradition of
a summer art colony begun by
Woeltz and found outstanding
instructors to bring in to lead the
art colony, in addition to con-
ducting one herself. 

For the 1940 and 1941 art
colony, Harry Anthony De
Young was selected. When asked
to speak at the Fort Davis Men’s
Mile High Club supper on how
to judge a picture he offered this
advice, “A picture is good if  you
like it. That’s a good rule to go
by.” 

In 1943, Beatrice Cuming of
New London, Conn. conducted
the colony. When asked why she
was in Alpine she replied, “I’m
not really sure, but back in the
East, everyone thinks that the

Southwest is a very special place,
that every painter should go
there.” Field trips were essential,
and according to one reporter
they could be rather strenuous:
“The sun is always at an odd
angle so that you get blistered
only on one side, the only place
soft enough to sit down in is an
ant bed (just ignore the ants and
keep painting)…”

In the late 1940s, Otis Dozier
conducted the 1947 art colony,
and William Lester from the
University of  Texas at Austin
helmed the 1949-1950 sessions.
The Big Bend country was a nat-
ural for Lester as according to Art
Digest, “Lester’s world is one of
brilliant, pulsing color afire with
life and sun.”

The art colonies held during
this 10-year period offered stu-
dents the same opportunities as
those that had been conducted by
Gonzalez and Woeltz. Painting
outdoors remained the emphasis,
and field trips were still an impor-
tant aspect for instruction.
Students were encouraged to try a
variety of  media such as watercol-
or, oil, pastel and scratch-board. 

It is unclear why the art
colony ceased to exist after 1950.
Intermittently thereafter, starting
in 1955, three-week workshops
were held in lieu of  the colony.
Students could still receive either
undergraduate or graduate
course credit as was offered in

Colony, cont’d from page 4
BE
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RY CONTEMPORARY WEST TEXAS ART
401 N. 5th Street • Alpine TX 79830

(432)837-5999
Representing work by

Charles Bell • Karl Glocke
Ling Dong • Carlos Campana

Hours vary or by appointment

Art and Guitar classes • Weekend workshops offered
Hand-painted signs and graphics

front street books

Alpine & Marathon ~ www.fsbooks.com ~ (432)837-3360                                

Made in the Big Bend
HWY 118  • Terlingua
3/4 mile N of HWY 170

432.371.2292

Quilts
Etc. 

by Marguerite

SPRIGGS BOOT & SADDLE
Repair • Tack • Jewelry • Rodeo

Motorcycle Gear • Gifts and more!
We ship anywhere

608 1/2 E Holland Ave. • Alpine
(432) 837-5000

Music To Your Ears
CDs • DVDs • Vinyl

Games • Special Orders

Mon-Fri 10-6
203 E Holland Ave, Alpine

432.837.1055
ringtailrecords@sbcglobal.net

Photo by Jim Bones

“Sun Dancers San Idelfonso,” no
date, color etching, Elizabeth
Keefer, Museum of the Big Bend,
Sul Ross State University, Alpine,
Texas. 

Photo courtesy Archives of the Big
Bend, Bryan Wildenthal Memorial
Library, Sul Ross State University,

Alpine, Texas.

Dr. Horace W. Morelock, 1933,
conte crayon on paper, Xavier
Gonzalez.
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continued from page 22

AYN  FOUNDATION
(DAS MAXIMUM)

Brite Building, 107-109 N Highland, Marfa
Open weekends noon to 5pm or by appointment. 
Please call 432.729.3315 for more information.

ANDY WARHOL
THE LAST SUPPER

MARIA ZERRES
SEPTEMBER ELEVEN

prior art colonies. However, the
six-week sessions that included
the important field trips quickly
became a thing of  the past.
Soon the story of  the art colony
faded away as well. 

It is amazing that a fledgling
department in a newly created
normal school advanced as rap-
idly as it did, in a span of  just 30
years. Equally outstanding is the
creation of  the summer art
colony, which proved to be a suc-
cessful 18-year program at Sul
Ross. And what made these two
so successful were the incredible

men and women artists who
chose to come to such a remote
region to teach and the students
who wished to learn from them.
The impact of  these first 30 years
is reflected today in the dynamic
and vibrant art department at
Sul Ross State University. 

To learn more about the art depart-
ment and the art colony, visit The
Lost Colony: Texas Regionalist
Paintings at the Museum of  the Big
Bend for an exhibit that opens on Sept.
10 and runs through Jan. 29, 2012.
Museum hours are Tuesdays through

Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
1 to 5 p.m. Closed on Mondays.
Admission is free, but donations are
always gladly accepted. Free parking.

campus.” Room and board
was $30 a month. 

When more modern dorm
facilities became available for
the young women, the building
was used for a time as an athlet-
ic dorm for the college.

The sub-district headquar-
ters of  the U.S Immigration
and Naturalization Service
(Border Patrol) had moved
from Marfa to Alpine in 1935.
The agency moved into the
main front portion of  the for-
mer Berkeley Hall.

In 1949, after the Border
Patrol offices had moved back
to Marfa, the U.S. Boundary
Commission and the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service moved
into the building, which had
been modernized to the tune of
$20,000 by the city, which
owned the structure. The
Avalanche reported, “Ceilings
are being lowered, walls replas-
tered, partitions being re -
moved, new windows installed
and a new entrance being built.
New oak floors will be laid
where needed and the building
generally modernized and ren-
ovated.” A new roof  was also
installed on the building. The
Boundary Commission occu-
pied the front part of  the build-
ing and the Soil Conservation
Service the rear portion. 

In January of  1977, the
building became the Sunshine
House, a non-profit organization
that provides nutritional and
social activities to Alpine’s senior

citizen. The Sunshine House is
dedicated to “promoting oppor-
tunities for senior citizens....”

The Sunshine House pro-
vides nutritional meals to some
60 Alpine seniors at the center
and prepares and delivers
Meals on Wheels to 110 home-
bound seniors, according to
Rocio Aguado, the executive
director. It also offers educa-
tional programs, a gift shop,
quilting, socials, transportation,
daily telephone checks for indi-
viduals who need monitoring, a
library, table games, a Senior
Citizens Club, a meeting place,
a place for socializing and a
computer room. It serves about
150 seniors daily.

In the three years Ms.
Aguado has been executive
director, she has gotten several
grants to help make repairs and
improvements on the Sunshine
House but hopes a new build-
ing can be obtained due to the
age of  the old school building.
The old warehouse structure,
which is part of  the Sunshine
House complex, can no longer
be used due to the presence of
asbestos. With all the repairs,
additions and renovations, it is
difficult to tell what the interior
of  the original structure looked
like, but the side that faces Sul
Ross Avenue is still recogniza-
ble from early photographs.  

The old building, known as
the City Building on the histor-
ical landmark plaque, seems to
have come full circle, serving
the children of  Alpine in the
beginning – and the communi-
ty’s senior citizens today. 

City, cont’d from page 23
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Trans-Pecos Trivia
by Charles Angell

Cinema in the Big Bend Region
1) The 2007 movie There Will Be Blood, which was largely

filmed in the Trans-Pecos, won two Oscars. Daniel Day-
Lewis received the best actor award. Who won the other
Oscar and for what?

A) Mark Bridges, costume design
B) Robert Elswit, cinematography
C) Paul Thomas Anderson, screenplay
D) Upton Sinclair, script

2) Most know that the movie Giant was filmed near Marfa and
that the cast lived in the Paisano Hotel during filming. Many
of  the cast rode into town by train, and at one point during
this ride Elizabeth Taylor requested that the train pull over
so she could pick what type of  flower?

A) Bluebonnet C) Claret cup
B) Yellow bell D) Yucca

3) Many scenes for the movie with a catchy title, The Three
Burials of  Melquiades Estrada, were filmed along the Rio
Grande. The scenes that took place in Mexico at the canti-
na and at the curandera’s house were actually filmed in
which north-of-the-border town?

A) Redford C) Ruidosa
B) Candelaria D) Presidio

4) In No Country For Old Men, which actor, when asked how dan-
gerous the character Anton Chigurh is, responds
“Compared to what? Bubonic Plague?”

A) Tommy Lee Jones    C) Woody Harrelson
B) Josh Brolin D) Chip Love

5) The 1971 movie The Andromeda Strain was set in New
Mexico, but many scenes were filmed in the town of  Shafter,
between Presidio and Marfa. Who wrote the story that the
movie was based on?

A) Ray Bradbury C) Aldous Huxley
B) Michael Crichton     D) Elmore Leonard

Bonus: Which person mentioned above wrote the book Oil!,
which There Will Be Blood was based on?

READ 
US 

ONLINE!

cenizojournal.com

DAVIS MOUNTAINS
NUT COMPANY
Roasted and Dipped Pecans

You can taste the difference care makes!
Please stop in for FREE SAMPLES

Hwy 17 in Fort Davis • Open: Mon. - Sat. 9 to 5
Great handmade gourmet gifts!

Visit us on the web: www.allpecans.com  

800-895-2101 • 432-426-2101
dmnc@allpecans.com

• 24 Hour ATM
• Loans

• Personal Banking
• Business Banking

Marfa National Bank
301 S Highland Ave Marfa
432.729.4344 • 877.729.4344
www.marfanb.com

1ST Presidio Bank
HWY 67 Presidio
432.229.3724 • 888.488.4111
Telebank: 432.729.4999
www.firstpresidio.com

BIGGEST
SELECTION
West of the Pecos

Open 10am to 9pm 
Mon  - Sat

605 E Holland Ave • Alpine

432.837.7476
www.twinpeaksliquors.com

Live Music. Dancing. Outdoor Patio.
Great Food. Gameroom. Jukeboxes. Free Popcorn.

T
Check out our Lunch Specials on padresmarfa.com

T
Mon - Wed 5pm to Midnight

Thurs - Sat 11:30 am to Midnight
T

Kitchen Open everyday until 10:00 pm (Closed Sundays)
Free Popcorn during All Day Happy Hour, 11:30 am to 6 pm, Thurs -

Fri
T

209 West El Paso, Marfa
padresmarfa.com

432.729.4425

Answers: 1-b, 2-d, 3-a, 4-c, 5-b, Bonus: Upton Sinclair
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The best service
and the right products 
for your building project.

Doors  ♦ Windows  
Cabinetry  ♦ Tile   
Building Products
(432) 294-2667 
302  West Holland Ave., Alpine, Texas

HOME ELEMENTS

Terlingua International 
Chili Championship

Supports Brewster County Organizations & Big Bend High School

Thursday, Nov.3th
$75 entry fee one or all
meats, Includes up to 2
admission armbands per
team. $5500 Total Purse,
Top 10 each category wins
$$. Chicken, pork spare ribs,
brisket. Open to everyone;
bring your rig. Sanctioned by
Lone Star Barbecue Society
but membership not
required. 

Friday, Nov.4th
Bean, Buffalo Wings, Salsa
competitions open to every-
one, enter one or all.
Benefits CASI Scholarship
Program. Modest entry fees,
wings supplied for wing com-
petition. Cash prizes to top
winners in each category.
Judges needed.

Saturday, Nov.5th
TICC Chili Cookoff, qualified
cooks only. Spectators wel-
come to walk the area and
check out the colorful cook-
ing booths. Turn in 12:00
noon. Judges needed.
12:30-2:30 Zany, crazy show
teams compete.  Always a
crowd favorite event.
Approx. 5PM announcement
of winners.

$30 gate fee for all 3 days • Active military 1/2 price
Plenty of dry camping area • Experience Krazy Flats

3 nights live entertainment/dance by Doug Moreland 8-12PM 
Beer / ice available - reasonably priced

TICC is held at Rancho CASI de los Chisos, approximately 8 miles west of Study Butte or 7 miles east
of Lajitas. For more TICC and CASI information, check www.chili.org or for Krazy Flats, check
www.krazyflats.com. For BBQ rules and sample turn-in photo, see www.lonestarbarbecue.com

Can’t cook? Be a judge!

Plan Now to Attend the Most Unique Event in the USA.
More Fun Than a Rodeo, Better Than a Goat Ropin’.

Mountain bike, hike, camp, 
take Jeep™ tours down 
forgotten trails and raft or
canoe the Rio Grande. 

Experience the Big Bend
National Park, Big Bend
Ranch State Park, 
the Chinati Mountains, 
private lands and more.

432.229.3713
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Guest House . Alpine, Texas

For Reservations Call 432-294-1709 

or Visit Cinco-Estrellas.net
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Thomas Greenwood
Architect, PLLC

305 S. Cockrell St. • Alpine

Architectural services
for residential, 
commercial, 
institutional and
municipal projects.
Providing sustainable 
architecture for the
Big Bend.

Texas Registration
Number 16095
NCARB #49712

432.837.9419 tel
432.837.9421 fax

SHOP BIG BEND SHOP BIG BEND SHOP BIG BEND SHOP BIG BEND

Leapin’ Lizards
Nature Shop
HWY 118 (4 mi. S.) • Ft. Davis

Nature gifts, natural his-
tory books, bird feeders,
toys. Eagle Optics &
Vortex dealer. At the
Chihuahuan Desert
Nature Center, run by
the Chihuahuan Desert
Research Institute, a
non-profit  –all proceeds
benefit the CDRI & its
mission.

432.364.2499
cdri.org

Front Street Books
121 E. Holland Ave. • Alpine
105 W Hwy 90 • Marathon

Stop by and enjoy 
our calm, friendly 
atmosphere. Find a
quiet corner to sit
and read, sip a cup 
of coffee or talk
about life and litera-
ture with like-minded
folk . Front Street
Books – an institution 
in the heart of 
Big Bend Country.

432.837.3360
fsbooks.com

Lapidary, Fine Silver -
smithing, Minerals &
Fossils. Paul Graybeal,
owner. Ben Toro, assoc.
West Texas agates and
rare semiprecious gems
from around the
world.  We buy old
collections of agates
and minerals. Open
Mon.-Sat., 10-6, Sun.,
12-5 or by appointment. 

432.729.4526

Moonlight Gemstones 
1001 W. San Antonio • Marfa
moonlightgemstones.com 

Weathers Electric
3100 FM 1703 
(Sunny Glenn Road) • Alpine
weatherselectric.net

We do all types of 
electrical work –
commercial, residen-
tial, new construction
and remodeling. And
we are now offering
full solar installation,
service and sales. Our
electricians are
licensed and insured.
TECL#22464

432.837.5313

Starlight Theatre

Terlingua

The Starlight is open
with a great menu,
friendly prices,
excellent service, a full
bar and new owners.
More fun!
Open 7 days a week, 
5-Midnight. Dinner
served 5-10.
Happy Hour 5-6.

432.371.3400

Lifestyle Studio 
featuring custom 
cosmetics, skin care,
and unique jewelry.
We have an eclectic
blend of custom 
furniture, leather
goods, and home
decor items.

Wed-Fri  10:30-5:30
Sat 10:30-2:00  

432.837.3567

Patti Hildreth Studio
210 W. Murphy St. 
Historic Alpine

Hudson’s

202 W. Holland Ave. • Alpine

Unique home 
furnishings, fabulous
jeans, clothing, shoes,
hats, jewelry, purses, 
pottery, indoor and
outdoor furniture
and yoga clothing.
Surprises in every
corner! Open Tues. -
Sat.,11-5, Fri., 10-5.

432.837.9911

The Briar Patch
706 N 5th St., • Alpine
brpatch@sbcglobal.net

All Treasures 
Great & Small

Find and Consign at
Alpine's Only Antique
Mall. Antiques, Uniques,
and Collectibles; West
Texas' best toys, gifts,
and books for children;
Beautiful Dresses for
Girls and Suits for Boys.

432.837.0833
432.837.0839

Originals in contem-
porary and vintage
sterling silver jewelry.
Antique silver items,
Mexican antiques, rare
coins and antique
pocket watches. 10
a.m. – 6 p.m. Monday-
Saturday. Inside Ivey’s
Emporium.

432.837.1882

Mi Tesoro
Located at Ivey's Emporium

109 W. Holland • Alpine
db.designs@sbcglobal.net

Multifaceted producer
of ethereal paintings,
whimsical pastels and
evocative photographs
of the Big Bend. Crystal
Allbright is the featured
artist of the 12th
annual Artwalk held
in Alpine, Texas,
Nov. 18-19, 2011. 

432.386.0906

Crystal Allbright 
Terlingua
studio@crystalallbright.com 

King Jewelers
607 E. Avenue E • Alpine
kingjewelers@bigbend.net

Fine jewelry in the
heart of the Big Bend.
Gold, silver, pearls and
semi-precious stones
are our specialty.  We
provide custom de -
signs for pieces unique
to your taste.  Need
repairs? Bring in your
favorite pieces for
professional care.
Alan King, proprietor.

432.940.2627 cell
432.837.7205 tel
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HAMPTON INN OF ALPINE
2607 Hwy. 90 West • Alpine

432.837.7344

visitalpinetx.com

After a day of traveling around the Big Bend region, you’ll find 
refreshing nightlife and a relaxing assortment of amenities waiting 
at the center of Far West Texas. Alpine’s historic hotels, familiar 
brands and unique, luxurious guest lodgings offer a convenient 
stay for all who venture through these parts.

For information, give us a call at 1-888-810-3804, or

DESERT CREATURE COMFORTS
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Veranda Historic Inn, Fort Davis
TheVeranda.com • 888-383-2847

Travel-Forever.com/11cen

Offering customized tours to remote 
destinations in the Big Bend National Park 
region including forays into 
Big Bend Ranch State Park.

BigBig Bend Overland ToursBend Overland Tours

Forever Resorts
Big Bend Overland Tours is authorized by 

the National Park Service to conduct tours 
in Big Bend National Park.

Call for reservations: 
800.848.2363 or 
432.371.2218
432.477.2291 (Chisos)

Discover local history and wildlife 
• Air-conditioned 4x4 Ford Excursion seats 6 
• Accompanied by knowledgeable Tour Guide 
• Personalized Off-Road or Highway tours 
• Custom lunches and beverages available

BigBendResortAdventures.comBigBendResortAdventures.com
ChisosMountainsLodge.comChisosMountainsLodge.com



Del Rio Chamber of Commerce
800-889-8149

www.drchamber.com

Amistad National Recreation Area • Excellent Accomodations
Dining & Shopping • Mainstreet City • Sister City Cd. Acuña Coahuila

Look for Jake Hooker and other events at: 
www.alpinegranada.com

HOTEL EL CAPITAN

VAN HORN’S ONLY HISTORIC HOTEL
BUILT IN 1930, HENRY TROST ~ ARCHITECT

DINING ROOM AND BAR OPEN AT 5PM DAILY

DOWNTOWN VAN HORN, TWO BLOCKS OFF I-10 ON HWY 90
TOLL FREE RESERVATIONS AT 877.283.1220 

WWW.HOTELELCAPITAN.NET

104 N. 2ND • ALPINE • 432.837.3295
101 E SUL ROSS AVE • ALPINE • 432.837.1182

1600 N. STATE ST • FORT DAVIS • 432.426.3812
504 E. ERMA • PRESIDIO • 432.229.3776

Largest Produce Selection in the 
Tri-County Area

Hundreds of Natural and Organic Items
Extensive Beer and Wine Selection

Friendly and Helpful Staff


